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Flying Tiger veterans saluted
By LIAN ZI
In San Francisco

zilian@chinadailyusa.com

The legacy of the American
Flying Tigers is still strong
some 70 years after their battles fighting with China against
Japan during World War II.
The Chinese consulate in
San Francisco held a reception
on Oct 24 to salute the squadrons that flew with the Chinese
Air Force against the Japanese
in the 1940s. The Flying Tigers,
whose planes bore distinctive
shark’s faces, are credited with
destroying almost 300 enemy
aircraft.
“As an important part of the
world war against fascism, the
American Volunteer Group
(AVG) fought shoulder to
shoulder with the Chinese
military and made a brilliant achievement,” said Yuan
Nansheng, Chinese consul
general. Yuan said the story
of the squadrons “forms an
important and brilliant chapter in the history of Sino-US
relations”.
2014 marks the 35th anniversary of the establishment of
diplomatic relations between
China and the US, said Yuan,
who believes that the two
countries can carry on the Flying Tigers’ legacy, which can
serve as a model of a majorpower relationship.
“History could be a guide for
the future,” said Yuan, adding
that many organizations, such
as the Flying Tiger Historical
Organization in Groveland,
California, are collecting relics
about the air crews to strengthen Sino-US friendships.
Florence Fang, curator of
the WWII Pacific War Memorial Hall in California, donated $175,000 to the American Flying Tiger historical
organization to purchase an
aircraft that once flew the
Hump Route so it can be permanently displayed in Guilin
Flying Tiger Heritage Park at
Yangtang airport in China,
which will open to the public
in March 2015. The park will
also feature a museum and
will be situated on more than
120 acres.
Fang said one of her older
brothers was a pilot who was
trained in the US and served
in the Chinese Air Force during WWII. He also received an
award from the Flying Tigers

in New York

paulwelitzkin@chinadailyusa.
com

Investors in China have
shown interest in a Georgiabased company that produces
what it says is an alternative
to conventional plastic that
is totally biodegradable and
is made using a product produced in the US and China —
cooking oil.
On Sunday, Paul Pereira,
executive chairman and CEO
of MHG, the holding company
for Meredian and DaniMer
Scientific, led a tour of his company’s manufacturing facilities
in Bainbridge, Georgia, about
230 miles south of Atlanta, for
potential investors from the
cities of Shenzhen and Shanghai.
MHG’s Meredian unit
manufactures PHA, or polyhydroxyalkanoates that are not

HK residents say
no to blockades,
further disorder
By KAHON CHAN in Hong
Kong

kahon@chinadailyhk.com
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James T. Whitehead, Jr (right), chairman of the Flying Tiger Historical Organization, discusses handout materials about the
Flying Tigers with Florence Fang (left), chairwoman of the Florence Fang Family Foundation and curator of the WWII Pacific
War Memorial Hall in California, and Congressman Mike Honda at a reception honoring the Flying Tigers and World War II
veterans at the Chinese consulate in San Francisco on Oct 24.
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Christopher Nixon Cox,
grandson of former US
president Richard Nixon,
with Yuan Nansheng,
Chinese consul general in
San Francisco at a reception
honoring the Flying Tigers
on Oct 24.

Association, Fang said.
Fang, who was born in China, said she “really cherished”
good relations between the two
countries.
As a Chinese overseas community leader, Fang committed herself to the construction

‘‘

As an important
part of the world war
against fascism, the
American Volunteer
Group (AVG) fought
shoulder to shoulder
with the Chinese
military and made a
brilliant achievement.”
YUAN NANSHENG
CHINESE CONSUL GENERAL IN SAN
FRANCISCO

of the first overseas WWII
Pacific War Memorial Hall in
the San Francisco Bay Area
and has already invited Whitehead to be honorary director of
the museum.
“It is my pleasure to be here

to honor the legacy of the true
American heroes of the Flying Tigers who played a critical
role in fostering collaboration
between the US and China,”
said Christopher Nixon Cox,
grandson of former US President Richard M. Nixon. As a
teenager, he would talk to his
grandfather, who helped open
the dialogue between the two
countries with his historic visit
to China in 1972.
Cox said he was impressed
when Nixon talked about the
collaboration between the Chinese Air Force and the Flying
Tigers and how it produced
heroes on both sides.
“We should educate the
world about the special friendship that the Flying Tigers
started during the war,” James
T. Whitehead Jr., chairman
of the Flying Tiger Historical Organization, said. “That
could be the basis for today’s
relations.”
He told China Daily that it

is difficult for the eight Flying
Tigers veterans to get together.
All of them are over age 90.
Tracy Thompson shared
the story of her father David
Thompson, a Flying Tigers
veteran, during the reception.
“After America officially
entered the war, my father was
based in Xi’an, China, and was
shot down in July 1945,” she
said. “Then he was rescued
by Chinese people who took
care of him until the end of
the war.”
The experience left him with
strong feelings of friendship
and gratitude toward the Chinese people, she said.
California Congressman
Mike Honda of the 17th District and Flying Tigers veterans including Captain Moon
Fun Chin, Roy Dillion, Frank
Gurney, Hank DeGraaf, Wes
Arment, Max Kernaghan, Bill
Behrns, George Franke and
Bob Hong were invited to the
event.

Investors eye US-made plastic alternative
By PAUL WELITZKIN

chinadailyusa.com $ 1

petroleum-based. They use
canola oil, which is used for
cooking. The result is a plastic
that is 100 percent biodegradable, compostable and generates no toxic waste during
production, according to the
company.
Canola oil comes from the
seeds of the canola plant. Once
harvested, canola seeds are
crushed and the oil contained
within the seed is extracted.
The average canola seed is 45
percent oil.
Pereira said his company
plans to sharply increase the
production of canola near
its Bainbridge pant. China is
one of the leading producers of canola, but Pereira said
the country’s production has
decreased.
“They use an agri-mulch
film to cover the canola.
They have been burying this
film back into the fields. The
result is their production has

declined 30 percent. We are
working on making a film with
our technology so it will completely degrade in the field with
no harmful side effects,” he told
China Daily.
The Chinese investors who
visited Georgia are looking to
invest in MHG in conjunction
with the EB-5 program or the
investor-immigration program. It allots 10,000 visas to
foreigners every year who seek
residency in the US through
investing at least $500,000 in
US projects that create at least
10 self-sustaining, full-time
jobs for Americans. Applicants
who are given the visas can also
acquire permanent residency
status with their family members.
“I will accompany the potential investors back to China
and I will hold meetings with
about 15 to 20 other investment groups. Some of them are
EB-5 applicants while others

are considering a direct investment,” he said.
“We are in the process of
raising $120 million to ramp
up production,” Pereira told
China Daily. His company had
$14 million in sales in 2013 and
expects to do up to $16 million
this year, he said.
“We employ about 100
directly and up to 400 indirectly. With the financing
and increased production,
we could be responsible for
2,000 to 3,000 jobs directly
and indirectly in Georgia,”
Pereira said.
According to Pereira, the
company’s manufacturing process involves micro-organisms,
which are too small to be seen
by the human eye. “The interesting thing is that these are
everywhere and they are used
to not only make the biodegradable plastic but they also
destroy it,” he said.
“It means you can take a

plastic water bottle made with
our PHA biopolymers and
leave it in your backyard. In
less than 30 days, the bottle will
completely disappear leaving
no residue in the ground or in
the air,” said Pereira.
“We have received FDA (US
Food and Drug Administration) approval that certifies our
biopolymers are safe to use as
food containers and storage by
the public.”
MHG’s DaniMer acquired
the technology from consumer-products giant Procter and Gamble Co in 2007.
The market for PHA
has been recovering since
2012 when Archer Daniels
Midland Co ended a joint
venture with Metabolix for
the production of PHA bioplastics that used the brand
name Mirel. Later that year
Meredian opened the world’s
largest PHA manufacturing
plant in Georgia.

As the impasse on Hong
Kong streets entered its fifth
week, the majority in the city
spoke up as thousands have
signed a petition to support
police action against the protests.
Nearly a week after a dialogue between the government
and student leaders, the students have remained ambiguous toward government
attempts to sustain a dialogue
on the special administrative
region’s political structure.
Without new dialogue, a
campaign by an opponent of
the “Occupy Central” campaign, the Alliance for Peace
and Democracy, took off on
Saturday with a turnout of over
350,000.
Chief Secretary for Administration Carrie Lam Cheng
Yuet-ngor reasoned that a
strong rule of law is pivotal to
democracy.
Lam and her team agreed
last Tuesday to report recent
events to the Hong Kong and
Macao Affairs Office of the
State Council, as well as to set
up a cross-partisan platform to
hold a dialogue on the design
of democracy in Hong Kong
beyond 2017.
Lam pledged full sincerity to
carry on the talks and pleaded for the same from student
leaders, as hopes are high on
further talks. She also promised more efforts to break the
lingering deadlock.
The government’s bottom
line is that the “one country,
two systems” principle and the
Basic Law must be upheld. The
government will also work to
uphold the stability and har-

mony of Hong Kong society,
which has been divided by the
standoff.
The economy is also in jeopardy, but Finance Secretary
John Tsang Chun-wah feared
the unlawful protests will cause
more long-lasting damage to
public governance, thereby
setting the city on track for an
irrecoverable recession.
The anxiety resonated in
the community. On Sunday,
scores of people continued to
add their names to the expanding list of distressed residents.
A housewife surnamed
Chan from the western suburbs of Hong Kong Island said
that footage of the protests is
emotionally disturbing to her.
Calling the protesters “annoying” and “selfish”, she said they
took the wrong path to pursue
freedom.
A couple surnamed Cheng,
whose home is just a stone’s
throw from the protest hotspot
at Mong Kok, headed straight
to a signing booth set up near
the rail station. The young
woman said that although her
work commute has been uninterrupted, the chanting has
been a nuisance.
Four weeks into the occupation, she has gone from feeling
sympathy for the students to
finding them “barbaric”, as the
crowd has become less coherent and more radical. “Talks do
not necessarily lead to a conclusion. The students are being
unreasonable,” she said.
Her husband, 32, blasted the
occupiers for not addressing
their opponents’ views. “They
need everyone to listen to their
views, which are not realistic at
all,” he said. “They don’t have a
clue about what they are doing.
They seem to me as messing up
Hong Kong.”
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Members of pro-government groups rally at a candlelit vigil in
Hong Kong on Saturday.
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600-year-old
Chinese book
found in SoCal
By LIAN ZI
in San Francisco

zilian@chinadailyusa.com

The manuscript of a unique
volume of the Yongle Encyclopedia (Yongle Dadian), a 16th
century Chinese encyclopedia,
was uncovered by a Chinese
archivist at the Huntington
Library in southern California.
The work will go on display
at the library from Dec 13
through March 16, 2015.
Dating from around 1562,
the Yongle Encyclopedia was
the Yongle Emperor’s attempt
to preserve the knowledge of
ancient and imperial China. It
was the world’s largest known
general encyclopedia at its
time, only being surpassed by
Wikipedia six centuries later.
What has scholars most
excited is that the content of the
volume has never been seen
before. “A Chinese historical
treasure at the library is a real
surprise. The display of the
encyclopedia will showcase a
Chinese national treasure to
US researchers and visitors,”
said Yang Liwei, the Chinese
archivist who uncovered the
encyclopedia in the library’s
collection.
“That’s the excitement of
working at the Huntington
library,” said Alan Jutzi, the
library’s Avery Chief Curator
of Rare Books.
In fact, the original encyclopedia was lost during the fall of
the Ming Dynasty in 1644. The
entire manuscript was transcribed by hand by 109 scribes
from 1562 to 1567 during the
reign of the Jiajing Emperor,
to ensure that, if the original
was lost, there would still be
another.
As for the handwritten
duplicate, experts estimate
that only about 400 volumes
remain around the world. The
volume found in the Huntington library is the only one in the
western US.
The library has digitized the
volume and will make it available online, said Yang.

“According to donor records,
this volume of the Yongle
Encyclopedia was taken out of
China after the Boxer Rebellion (1898-1900) by Joseph
Whiting, a Presbyterian missionary based in Beijing. The
book was presumably kept in
the Whiting family,” Yang told
China Daily.
In 1968, Mabel Whiting,
daughter of Joseph Whiting,
donated the book to the Huntington Library.
Because the library did not
have staff members who could
read Chinese in 1968, it was left
on the rare bookshelf and the
significance of the work went
unrecognized, said Yang.
However, the book was
uncovered in July 2014. When
Yang first saw the book, the
thing that struck him the most
was that the pages were handwritten.
The discovery experience
of this encyclopedia has been
exciting and intellectually fulfilling, said Yang. “With each
step I took, it became clearer
to me that this was a volume of
the encyclopedia created during the Jiajing era,” he said.
The National Library of
China has been very supportive of the discovery. Liu
Bo, a scholar on staff at the
National Library of China,
examined the manuscript
and confirmed it: the book
was indeed part of the Yongle
Encyclopedia, sections 10,270
and 10,271, to be exact.
The Yongle Emperor of the
Ming Dynasty first commissioned the historic compilation in 1403. His directive was
broad and unprecedented: to
identify ancient and significant Chinese writings in a
wide range of fields including
astronomy, geography, medicine, religion, technology and
art.
The Huntington Library is a
collections-based educational
and research institution established by Henry E. Huntington and located in San Marino,
California.
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The Huntington Library has digitized the recently uncovered
volume of Yongle Encyclopedia and is making it available
online.

Pianist jams with Sting at UN
By AMY HE in New York
amyhe@chinadailyusa.com

The United Nations celebrated the 69th anniversary of
its founding in New York with
the 2014 United Nations Day
Concert, featuring renowned
Chinese pianist Lang Lang,
Grammy Award-winning
musician Sting and an international youth orchestra.
United Nations Day is celebrated each year on Oct 24 and
the UN Day Concert is held
to reflect on the work of the
United Nations and its agencies
through the universal language
of music. United Nations Day
is part of United Nations Week,
which runs from Oct 20-26.
The concert was presented in collaboration with
the Lang Lang International
Music Foundation, which was
launched in 2008 to educate
youth about classical music.
“I played on UN Day about
five years ago, but to come
back today to play Tchaikovsky
and to play two songs with my
favorite musician Sting - it’s
going to be spectacular,” said
Lang prior to the concert.
“I’m really proud as the
founder of the Lang Lang International Music Foundation that
we’ve had the great chance to
work with the United Nations
on this special occasion. We
invited more than 80 kids from
all around the world to perform at the United Nations Day
youth orchestra and there are
also kids from my foundation
here as well,” he added.
Lang was chosen as the United Nations Messenger of Peace
last October to promote global
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Chinese pianist Lang Lang plays at the UN Day concert to celebrate the 69th anniversary of the founding of the United Nations on
Oct 24 at the UN Headquarters in New York.

education. He performed
with the international youth
orchestra that was assembled
specifically for the concert and
showcased musicians from five
continents.
Lang said that as the UN
Messenger of Peace, his job is
very clear: “I like to work with
the great UN to build more
schools and to focus on education. We build schools, build
music, and build culture. That

will always be our goal, and I
will always try to work very
closely with the UN” on those
initiatives, he said.
He said that he hopes the
concert will go down as a
“beautiful” memory in UN
concert history, and that it will
create a positive image to “unite
everyone in the world to do better for world peace”.
The Shenyang-born pianist
released a new album of record-

ings on Sept 30 entitled The
Mozart Album, the pianist’s
first ever all-Mozart recording.
Sting, the 16-time Grammy
Award-winning singer, songwriter and composer, performed alongside Lang as his
special guest at the UN concert.
“It is an honor to perform at
the UN Day Concert. I’m a great
supporter of the important work
the UN does each and every day,”
said Sting in a statement.

UN Secretary General Ban
Ki-moon said that the United
Nations is “needed more than
ever at this time of multiple crises. At this critical moment, let
us reaffirm our commitment to
empowering the marginalized
and vulnerable.
“On United Nations Day, I
call on Governments and individuals to work in common
cause for the common good,”
he said.

China’s economy in ‘transition’: expert
By JACK FREIFELDER
in New York

jackfreifelder@chinadailyusa.com

China’s economic deceleration in the third quarter signals
“ongoing deterioration” in the
country’s growth, said an economist.
Andrew Polk of The Conference Board China Center
in Beijing said: “China is in the
midst of a deep, structural transition, and part of that transition
is going to be a downshift.
“Productivity performance
is really what’s at the heart of
China’s problem right now, and
we can clearly see that the trends
for capital, labor and productivity are all on a downward slope.”
Polk made the remarks at a
media briefing in New York on
Oct 24.
He said drivers for Chinese
growth are in a decelerating
phase, and this view is starting
to become a little bit more of the
consensus.
“Our projection for growth
this year is 7.3 percent, falling to
6.5 percent next year,” he said.

JACK FREIFELDER / CHINA DAILY

Andrew Polk (standing) of The Conference Board China Center
discusses China’s economy during a media briefing on Oct 24
in New York.

“That’s just going to get deeper
over the next five years.”
Polk led a discussion of the
Conference Board’s economic
outlook report on the Chinese
market, which he co-wrote with
David Hoffman, the Conference
Board’s vice-president and managing director in Beijing.
The Conference Board Inc
is a US-based global nonprofit
research group with offices also
in Belgium, Canada, China,
India and Singapore.

The report, The Long Soft
Fall in Chinese Growth, sees the
Chinese growth rate for 2015-19
falling to 5.5 percent and to 3.9
percent between 2020 and 2025.
The report also highlights four
themes to watch over the next 18
months: increasing regional economic disparities, a tightening
of the credit market, real estate
risks, and mini-stimulus measures on monetary, fiscal and
administrative policies.
China’s GDP grew 7.3 percent

in the third quarter, compared
with 7.5 percent in the second
and 7.4 in the first, data from
China’s National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) showed.
The 7.3 percent figure is the
lowest growth figure since the
first quarter of 2009.
“In general, the economy has
maintained steady development
momentum in the first three
quarters, but the environment at
home and abroad remains complex,” NBS spokesman Sheng
Laiyun said at an Oct 21 news
conference in Beijing.
China will look to keep
domestic macroeconomic policies stable, but Sheng said initiatives are still subject to tweaks
and changes.
Sheng called the lower growth
rate a “new normal”.
Kuang Xianming, director of
the Research Center for Economy at the China Institute for
Reform and Development, told
Xinhua in an Oct 21 interview
that the country has entered an
era of medium growth between
7 percent and 8 percent, which
he said suits China as it pushes

for reforms.
“The challenge for the Chinese economy is not about the
speed, but about the structure,”
Kuang said. “We need to grasp
the good times of mediumspeed growth to realize breakthroughs in key reforms.”
Polk said he is encouraged
by some of what President Xi
Jinping has said about GDP
quality as opposed to quantity.
“One thing we try to do is bust
the myth of ‘Chinese exceptionalism’,” Polk said. “China has the
problems all emerging markets
have, and it’s also subject to
the laws of economics just like
everyone else. A slowing China
slows world growth because
China is such a big part of the
economy. But a gradual slowdown [in China] should not
hurt the Asian neighbors too
much.
“In any emerging market,
with China at the top of that list,
you’ve got to marry the macroeconomic and anecdotal data,”
Polk said. “The rhetoric is right,
but we still need to see the onthe-ground work.”

Is China’s philanthropic system finally taking shape?
After Chinese pianist Lang
Lang performed for the 69th
anniversary of the United
Nations in New York on Oct
24, the world-renowned artist
held a fundraising event that
night at UN headquarters for
his foundation that aims to help
young music lovers.
The 32-year-old artist hosted
some 100 guests, including Sandy Weill, American philanthropist and a former chief executive
and chairman of Citigroup, at
the UN and raised $1.15 million
for his foundation.
“It could be better,” said the
pianist. “But exceeding $1 million is not too bad.”
Public figures including
some billionaires in China have
emerged to participate in different philanthropic activities in
recent years, giving out money
to charitable functions.
“The more supporters — like
us — who are involved in helping those who are in need, the

ZHANG YUWEI
NEW YORK
JOURNAL
easier it gets to push this mission forward,” Lang Lang said of
philanthropic practices in China.
Lu Yong, author of a new
book Fundraising for a Cause,
said participating in philanthropic initiatives is a “logical
step” for many Chinese business
people because it serves as a new
way to raise their social profile.
“As more Chinese people
are getting rich, philanthropic
awareness is shared among the
rich Chinese who are looking
for a different social recognition
through charitable donations,”
said Lu.
A recent report by Swiss bank

UBS and Singapore-based consulting firm Wealth-X showed
that China, which has 190 billionaires, is second only to the
United States, which has 571,
the largest number in the world.
In September, Harvard University received a $350 million
donation from Hong Kongbased real estate billionaires
Ronnie and Gerald Chan. The
donation was for Harvard’s
School of Public Health and
was Harvard’s largest donation
in its history.
And in July, Chinese real
estate tycoon Pan Shiyi and
his wife Zhang Xin — both of
whom have appeared on Forbes
China Rich List — donated $15
million to Harvard for scholarships to underprivileged Chinese students.
Pan and Zhang’s donation,
however, wasn’t regarded as a fully
positive gesture, especially in China, with some questioning why
the rich business couple chose

to donate to a foreign university
instead of helping out underprivileged students at home.
Lu believes the immature
non-profit system in China, or
the lack of philanthropic practices there, is one of the reasons why some Chinese would
donate money elsewhere rather
than in China.
“This could be a concern for
them because they have no idea
if the money they donate would
be put in the place they want it
to be,” said Lu, who was one of
the consultants for the founding
of the Schwarzman Scholars,
the international scholarship
program at Tsinghua University
in Beijing.
Schwarzman Scholars, to be
launched next year, upon completion of Schwarzman College
at Tsinghua University, was
founded by American financier Stephen A. Schwarzman,
founder of US asset management firm Blackstone Group.

“This program could be a
good showcase of how the US
and China can work together on
education-related philanthropic
initiatives,” said Lu, adding that
the non-profit system has made
progress in China in recent
years with the support of the
government but more needs to
be done.
Eugene R. Tempel, the founding dean of the Indiana University Lilly Family School of Philanthropy, which is the world’s
first school devoted to teaching
philanthropy, said international
partnerships between universities in China and in the US are
a key part of this process.
“Anything that philanthropy
does to improve higher education or make it more accessible
enhances human potential,”
said Tempel.
“The fastest way to enhance
a person’s life, and the best way
for society to strengthen itself is
through education.”

Pan and Zhang made the
Harvard donation through
their SOHO China Foundation,
which was founded by the couple in 2005, saying their foundation aims to donate a total
of $100 million in the future,
with Harvard being only a first
recipient.
“These types of gifts do raise
the donor’s profile, but the focus
should be on what are they trying to accomplish and how are
they meeting needs,” said Tempel.
While more Chinese rich
people are involved in philanthropic events, many think it
could be something they do to
catch up with Western billionaires such as Bill Gates and Warren Buffett.
Tempel, however, said there
is no “catching up” concept
between China and the West
when it comes to philanthropy.
“Philanthropy exists in many
forms in all cultures, societies

and nations — in some it is
more formalized or institutionalized, while in others it is more
subtle or informal,” said Tempel.
“As the Chinese are now
trying to develop a new, more
formalized philanthropy, they
have a wonderful opportunity
to define philanthropy in new
and innovative ways that fit with
their culture,” he added.
Anke Schrader, a researcher
at the China Center with the
Conference Board, a global
independent business-membership research group, echoes
Tempel’s point.
“There is no general so-called
‘Western style’ of philanthropy,
as historical events and political
systems, especially social security systems, have shaped very
different forms of civil society
engagement in the West,” said
Schrader.
Contact the writer at yuweizhang@chinadailyusa.com.
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QUOTABLE
(The Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea) now formally declares that it will
counter the offensive by all
possible means.”
THE DPRK NATIONAL DEFENSE
COMMISSION, the most important organ of state power in the
country, issued a statement condemning the US-led human rights
campaign that Pyongyang says
aims to overthrow the DPRK.

THE NUMBER

10.8 million
NEW JOBS

were created in the first nine
months of this year, 160,000
more than a year ago and exceeding the government’s full-year
target of at least 10 million new
jobs for 2014, according to a
statement on the government
website www.gov.cn.

ON THE WEB

China to provide more Ebola aid
By BIAN JIBU in New York

China’s Permanent Representative to the United
Nations, Liu Jieyi, told the
UN-based media on Friday
that the Chinese government
has announced the fourth
batch of assistance to help
the West African countries
with their fight against Ebola.
He told the media that
Chinese President Xi Jinping
in his meeting with the visiting Tanzanian President on
24 October 2014 in Beijing,
announced that China
would continue supporting
Liberia, Sierra Leone and
Guinea in their fight against
Ebola. China would help
improve the relevant countries’ capability of epidemic
prevention and control and
support the UN’s role as a
leader and coordinator in
the fight against the virus. Xi
announced Chinese govern-

ment’s decision to provide
relevant countries and international organizations with
the fourth batch of assistance
worth a total of 500 million
RMB Yuan, or roughly US$
82 million. They will include:
Providing hospital beds,
ambulances, pickup trucks,
motorcycles, incinerators,
preventive gear and other
much-needed supplies to
the three epidemic-stricken
countries.
Building a 100-bed treatment center in Liberia where
the epidemic is most serious and sending doctors and
nurses there for its operation.
Sending public health
experts to the three countries to help with and participate in epidemic prevention and control efforts of
their governments, introduce China’s experience
and provide guidance to
improve work plans and

technical guidelines.
S ending more public
health personnel to provide
training to local medical and
epidemic prevention and
control staff.
Donating 6 million dollars
to the UN Ebola Response
Multi-Partner Trust Fund to
support the work of the UN
Mission for Ebola Emergency Response.
Besides, China will launch
a program for China-Africa
public health cooperation.
This program will include,
Holding 12 training sessions on public health and
epidemic prevention and
control for the three epidemic-stricken countries, the
African Union and ECOWAS in 2015.
Consolidating Chinese
hospitals, anti-malaria centers, screening labs, medical teams and other Chinese
public health resources in

Africa to carry out ChinaAfrica joint research on tropical diseases.
Helping African countries
to build public health information platforms and epidemic prevention and control monitoring networks.
China will also actively
participate in international
cooperation.
We will strengthen communication and coordination with the UN and the
WHO.
We will participate in the
meetings of the Core Group
of the Global Ebola Response
Coalition.
We will nominate people
to work as high-level officials
in the UN Mission for Ebola
Emergency Response.
On the prerequisite of full
respect for the will of assistance-recipient countries,
we will carry out cooperation with the US, France, the

UK and other countries on
epidemic analysis, personnel
training, testing and treatment, information sharing
and other areas.
The three batches of assistance previously provided by
the Chinese government to
West African countries for
the fight against Ebola were
250 million RMB Yuan, or
roughly US$ 40 million in
total value. Nearly 200 medical experts joined the fight
against Ebola in the epidemic-stricken countries.
Answering the call of the
epidemic-affected countries
and the WHO, China delivered three batches of emergency humanitarian assistance including by chartered
planes.
China provided cash
remittance, food and epidemic prevention and control supplies to the relevant
countries

China set up a screening
lab and observation center
in Sierra Leone.
China sent several batches
of experts to the epidemicstricken areas and asked
the Chinese medical teams
in these countries to stay to
help with the fight against
Ebola.
China also provided help
to 10 neighboring countries
of the epidemic-stricken
countries and the African
Union to improve capacitybuilding in epidemic prevention and control.
Through the four batches
of assistance, China’s message
is clear. Ebola is a common
public health threat to all
countries. China and Africa
are a community of shared
destiny. The Chinese government and people will stand
side by side with our African
brothers and sisters to tide
over this difficult time.
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Debate: A baby hatch, set up by
Jinan Children Welfare Office,
Shandong province, on June 1
has stirred controversy. While
supporters say the baby hatches
save lives, critics say they
encourage more irresponsible
parents to abandon their babies.
What are your thoughts about
baby hatches? Do you think they
could possibly encourage child
abandonment and women to
keep the birth secret?
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Students from Shijia Primary School
take part in a philanthropic event in
Honglingjin Park in
Chaoyang district in
Beijing on Sunday.
Money collected
from the sale will be
donated to a primary
school in Baoding,
Hebei province.
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US takes dimmer view of China as power grows
By PU ZHENDONG
in Beijing

puzhendong@chinadaily.com.cn

China’s image in the United States and with some of
its southeast Asian neighbors
has turned negative despite an
overall positive global view, a
leading US think tank said in
a recent report.
Across 43 nations, a median
of 49 percent express a favorable opinion of China while
32 percent offer an unfavorable rating. Only 35 percent
of Americans have a positive view of China, while 55
percent have the opposite.
China’s image in the US has

become more negative in
recent years: As recently as
2011, half of Americans rated
China positively.
The findings were based on
a global attitudes survey in 44
countries conducted earlier
this year by the Pew Research
Center, an independent US
“fact tank” in Washington.
The center conducts public
opinion polling, demographic
research and media content
analysis to inform the public about issues, attitudes and
trends that shape the US and
the world.
“Compared with a couple
years ago, there is a little bit
more negativity in both coun-

tries toward each other,” Richard Wike, director of the center’s global attitudes project,
said in Beijing on Oct 24. “On
the US side, it has reflected
ongoing anxiety about the US
domestic economic situation.”
In the US, unfavorable ratings of China are more common among Republicans
(65%) than Democrats (53%)
and independents (51%).
“The Republicans are
more concerned about the
economic competition with
China, especially on issues
such as the trade deficit; the
American debt held by China; and perceptions of jobs
being lost to China,” Wike

said in a lecture.
The negative impression
also involves growing concerns about inequality, air and
water pollution, and corruption in China, he said.
In Asia, attitudes toward
China differ considerably
across the region. Two-thirds
or more voice a positive opinion in Pakistan, Bangladesh,
Malaysia, Indonesia and Thailand.
A 56 percent majority also
holds a favorable view in
South Korea, up from 46 percent last year.
Large majorities, however,
give China a negative rating
in Japan, the Philippines and

Vietnam. Those countries are
involved in territorial disputes
with Beijing in the East and
South China seas.
Despite the concerns that
China’s increasing power generates among some in Asia
and around the globe, the
report said Beijing’s economic
growth also presents opportunities for many.
Of those sur veyed, a
median of 53 percent believe
China’s growing economy is
a good thing for their own
countries; 27 percent disagree.
The prevailing view in China’s region is that its economic
growth helps its neighbors.
Wike said China’s rise, cou-

pled with the challenges that
have plagued the US
economy, have led to shifting views about the economic
balance of power in the world.
“We find that people tend
to think China’s power will
eventually overtake the US to
become the world’s leading
superpower,” he said.
According to the report, the
median percentage naming
the US as the world’s leading
economic power has dropped
from 49 percent six years ago
to 40 percent today.
During the same period,
the percentage naming China
has risen from 19 percent to
31 percent.
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Guidelines to keep military spending on target
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Central military authorities pledged on Sunday to
improve the efficiency of military spending so that “every
cent can be spent on the knife
blade”.
A pilot project has been
initiated in the People’s Liberation Army headquarters
and military commands
under which five categories
of expenses, including the
purchase of military training
equipment and the financial management of military
hospitals, will be appraised
and monitored, according
to guidelines released by
the PLA General Logistics
Department.
The project, approved by

the Central Military Commission, is aimed at putting
military funds to best use, the
guidelines said.
“A modern war is based
on huge consumption and
expenses, and military expenses must pursue high efficiency
all the time,” the guidelines
said.
The guidelines require
evaluating military spending
in terms of costs, the goals to
be achieved and the contributions to fighting capacity.
Zhao Keshi, a member of
the commission and head of
the PLA General Logistics
Department, told Xinhua
News Agency that auditors will closely watch military funds, expenditures and
assets. He said all economic
activities of the military will be

audited, and officers may not
be promoted or retire without
first going through the auditing process.
Xu Hui, a professor at the
National Defense University,
said management of military
expenses has been tightened
since the Communist Party
of China put forward cleangovernance rules in late 2012.
“The construction of many
military buildings has halted
in the last year since the central government banned the
construction of office buildings,” he said, adding that the
regulation on military vehicles
has also been tightened amid
the anti-graft campaign.
The key to the military
reform is to enhance regulations for personnel and
expenses, and more military

‘‘

The construction of
many military buildings has halted in the
last year since the
central government
banned the construction of office buildings.”
XU HUI
PROFESSOR AT THE NATIONAL
DEFENSE UNIVERSITY

funds will be used to improve
the forces’ fighting capacity,
he said.
The strict clean-governance

rules have also put a brake on
the army’s tradition of excessive alcohol consumption at
banquets, and many officers
have moved out from the
houses that they illegally occupied, for example, retired officers and their families who still
lived in military compounds,
he added.
China’s military authorities
have taken unprecedented
strict measures to fight corruption this year, with a number of senior military officers
probed.
The latest case occurred on
Friday, when Yang Jinshan, a
lieutenant-general and former
deputy head of the Chengdu
Military Command, was
probed for gravely violating
Party discipline, an accusation that generally refers to

corruption.
On June 20, Xu Caihou, former vice-chairman of China’s
Central Military Commission,
was expelled from the Party
and transferred to military
prosecutors for further investigation on bribery charges.
Gu Junshan, former deputy head of the PLA General
Logistics Department, was
prosecuted for embezzlement,
bribery, misuse of State funds
and abuse of power on March
31. Prosecutors seized four
truckloads of assets, including
a gold basin, a gold statue and
numerous bottles of Moutai
— a luxury brand of Chinese
liquor — when they searched
Gu’s house in his hometown
in January last year, according
to a report by Caixin magazine.
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Pakistan praises China’s ‘great vision’
New bank said to address challenges
of underdeveloped infrastructure
By ZHANG YUNBI
zhangyunbi@chinadaily.com.cn

Pakistani
Minister
of
Finance
and
Revenue
Mohammad Ishaq Dar lauded
a China-led funding initiative
as “historic”, as Beijing gathered together 20 regional
members to build a bank to
fund infrastructure projects in
Asia.
The minster is on a two-day
visit to Beijing for the Friday
signing ceremony of a memorandum of understanding
leading to the establishment
of the Asian Infrastructure
Investment Bank.
In an interview with China
Daily, Dar said China’s leadership “has shown great vision
and farsightedness” in leading
the initiative, which enhances
regional connectivity, and Beijing looks set to “get smaller
and medium-sized nations in
Asia to sign on to a bank where
these nations would get equal
treatment”.
The planned multilateral
development bank will fund
projects to address infrastructure deficits. One of the missions Dar has undertaken in
his China trip is to lobby Chinese financial institutions to
address the thirst for funding.
During a meeting with his
Chinese counterpart Lou
Jiwei in Beijing, on Thursday,
he urged more investment in
the Diamer Bhasha dam,
which will create a 39.6 billion-cubic-meter
reservoir
and the capacity to produce
4500 MW of electricity.
In Dar’s eyes, “underdeveloped infrastructure” is the
major challenge that overshadows most emerging Asian
countries because most projects “have been funded by

A NEW DRIVER OF ASIAN GROWTH
Envoys from regional economies signed a memorandum of understanding in Beijing on Friday regarding the
establishment of the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank. The bank, first proposed by China, will allow stakeholders
to target regional development and meet the growing investment and project-funding demands of Asia.
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AND REVENUE

governments or domestic
banks”.
“Multilateral institutions,
such as the World Bank and
the Asian Development Bank,
mostly focus on projects
aimed at poverty reduction
rather than on infrastructure
development. Foreign investors also were mostly not
present,” Dar said.
But the AIIB is not a threat
to the World Bank or the ADB
because it “will target an area
that has not been a high priority for the other multilateral
development institutions”, the
minister said in response to
some criticisms of the AIIB.
“The Asian countries, too,
have the right to develop their
own infrastructure in accordance with their own priorities,
and the AIIB is an effort in
that direction,” he said.
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The amount Asian countries will need for
infrastructure investment in the next decade
to maintain current economic growth rates,
according to the Asian Development Bank.

The estimated preliminary capital put
up by AIIB stakeholders.

Source: The Ministry of Finance

Looking back at the past 10
months of multilateral financial authorities’ talks and the
deliberations over a memorandum of understanding
regarding the bank, Dar said
he was impressed that “China
has taken everyone along in
the finalization of the MOU,
and at no point did any participating member feel their suggestions were not accepted”.
“China has also shown
steadfastness in adhering to
the time frame that it had
announced a year ago,” he
said.
Regarding Pakistan’s vision

Northeast Asia nations
China
Mongolia
Central Asia
Kazakhstan
Uzbekistan
The Middle East
Kuwait
Oman
Qatar
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and plans about the bank, Dar
said since Pakistan is a founding member of the AIIB,
Islamabad expects this bank
“to be inclusive in development, transparent in its business” and to become “a game
changer for Asia and the rest
of the world”.
Founding members including Pakistan have supported
the view that AIIB “should be
open for membership to all
interested Asian countries”,
the minister said.
“We believe that Bank will
constitute an important platform to convert the abundant

savings available in the region
into investment to help
regional economies in sustainable and rapid development, and to contribute to the
world economy,” Dar said.
Pakistan is sparing no effort
in boosting infrastructure
construction and tackling
energy supply in order to revitalize its economy.
The two countries share
common ground. Last year,
China proposed two strategic
initiatives — the New Silk
Road Economic Belt and the
21st Century Maritime Silk
Road, for which Pakistan has

voiced strong support.
The major bilateral initiative of the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor, like the
Silk Road initiatives, will benefit from the AIIB since the
AIIB will mainly focus on
infrastructure construction,
Dar said.
He noted that the Silk Road
projects are “instrumental in
laying the foundation for
regional cooperation” and, for
countries along the road,
“international trade is the
only option to sustain economic growth and development”.

TIMELINE
• Oct 2, 2013

President Xi Jinping proposes
establishing an Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank to
promote economic integration
in the region on a visit to Indonesia. He said Beijing was
ready to offer financial support
for infrastructure projects in
developing countries in the
region, including members of
the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations.

• Oct 8, 2013
In an interview with ASEAN
media outlets ahead of a visit
to Brunei, Thailand and Vietnam, Premier Li Keqiang said
China wanted to establish the
bank to meet, on a basis of
priority, requests for financial
support for infrastructure projects.

• May 21, 2014
President Xi Jinping said he
hoped that the AIIB “will be
launched at an early date” in
an address to the Conference
on Interaction and Confidence
Building Measures in Asia, in
Shanghai.

• June 3, 2014
China welcomes Kuwait’s
“proactive participation in
preparations to set up the
AIIB”, Premier Li Keqiang told
Kuwaiti Prime Minister Sheikh
Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad
Al-Sabah in Beijing.

• July 3, 2014
President Xi Jinping told his
counterpart Park Geun-hye
that China “stands ready to
strengthen cooperation with
the ROK” in establishing the
AIIB during his visit to the
Republic of Korea.

• July 14, 2014
China “welcomes India joining
the AIIB as a founding member”, President Xi Jinping told
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi ahead of the BRICS
summit in Brazil.

• Aug 16, 2014
During the Youth Olympic
Games in Nanjing, Jiangsu
province, President Xi Jinping
told his Singaporean counterpart, Tan Keng Yam, that China
welcomed Singapore’s confirmation that it will join the AIIB
as one of the founding members.

• Sept 16, 2014

‘‘

President Xi Jinping in Colombo, Sri Lanka, told his Sri Lankan counterpart, Mahinda
Rajapaksa, that he welcomed
Sri Lanka joining the bank as a
founding member.

whattheysay
We would say, please,
take advantage of our
70 years of experience
in doing this kind of
business, and let’s see
how we can work even
more closely together.”

GLANCE
A QUICK LOOK AT THE
LEADING
INTERNATIONAL
FUNDING BODIES
World Bank
Founded in 1944 at the Bretton Woods Conference as
Allied victory in WWII looked
increasingly certain, the World
Bank is a UN financial institution that gives loans to countries for projects. It is made up
of two development institutions of 186 members — the
International Bank for Reconstruction and Development
and the International Development Association. They provide low-interest loans,
interest-free credit and grants
to developing countries for
education, health, infrastructure, communications or any
approved projects. The World
Bank provided $60 billion of
funding last year.

JIM YONG KIM
World Bank president

“As long as it works and
it’s in response to the
G20 (infrastructure
objectives), it is fine.”
CHRISTINE LAGARDE
managing director of the International Monetary Fund,
speaking as the G20 estimated that $70 trillion in new
infrastructure is needed by
2030, but there is likely to be a
$1 trillion a year shortfall,
which would undermine world
growth potential.

“It would be foolish, to
my mind, for us to think
of the AIIB as a competitor because there’s no
way that the money we
provide for infrastructure is going to be
enough for us to reach
the goal of ending
extreme poverty. So we
very strongly welcome
all the other participants.

“Given Asia’s huge
infrastructure funding
needs, establishing the
AllB to provide additional resources for
infrastructure investments is understandable. It is vitally
important that the AIIB
adopt international best
practices in procurement, environmental
and social safeguard
standards on its projects and programs.
Once the AllB is formally established, the
ADB is prepared to
consider appropriate
collaboration in areas
of common priorities.”
TAKEHIKO NAKAO
Asian Development Bank
president

FENG YONGBIN / CHINA DAILY

Finance Minister Lou Jiwei (center) interacts with foreign guests in Beijing on Friday after the signing ceremony on establishing
the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank.

Q&A | ZHANG YUNBI

Minister explains role, mission
Minister of Finance Lou
Jiwei previously explained the
concept of the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank:

What prompted China to put
forward the idea of the bank in
2013?
The Asian economy has witnessed a range of challenges in
recent years. Infrastructure
facilities in emerging markets
and developing countries are
less developed than in some
other countries, and a huge
demand for financing remains.
The existing multilateral
development banks are limited in the quantity of funding,
and some regional countries
enjoy high deposit rates, so it
is necessary and feasible for

Asia to discuss building a new
regional investment and
financing platform.
China made the proposal in
order to achieve a win-win situation, and it is an important
step for China to shoulder
more international duties and
boost regional unity and cooperation in Asia.

What is the bank’s nature and
mission?
The AIIB will be a multilateral development organization for Asia established on
intergovernmental lines, and
it will function in accordance
with the models and principles of other multilateral
development banks.
It aims to boost economic

development and regional
economic cooperation by supporting investment in infrastructure and other projects in
Asian countries.
The new bank will become a
professional and highly efficient
investment and financing platform for infrastructure facilities,
and will meet the demand for
further development.

Is the bank open to all the
countries in Asia?
China suggests that the
AIIB follows an open regional
approach, and welcomes
interested countries to participate as founding members.
In principle, the bank will
be open first to countries within the region, and then to

those outside the region.

What are the differences
between the AIIB, the World
Bank and the Asian Development Bank?
The AIIB will complement
and cooperate with the World
Bank and the Asian Development Bank, as both focus on
poverty alleviation. Infrastructure projects also help alleviate poverty.
Funding from the Asian
Development Bank and the
World Bank is far from being
enough to satisfy the appetite
for new infrastructure. The
AIIB will provide new financing channels for developing
nations, especially low-income ones.

IMF
The International Monetary
Fund was also initiated at the
Bretton Woods Conference
and was established by international treaty in 1945 to help
promote the health of the
world economy. Its headquarters are in Washington, like the
World Bank, and it is governed
by its 186 members. The IMF’s
statutory purposes include
promoting the balanced
expansion of world trade, the
stability of exchange rates, the
avoidance of competitive currency devaluations, and the
orderly correction of a member’s balance of payments.

Asian Development
Bank
With headquarters in Manila
and established in 1966, the
ADB is owned by 67 members,
including 48 from the region,
and focuses on reducing poverty in the Asia-Pacific region,
which remains home to
approximately two-thirds of
the world’s poor. The ADB
reportedly has about $13 billion of new lending and new
approvals each year.
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Go home,
Tung tells
students in
Hong Kong

CIRCLES THE MOON to catapult
and gain speed
CRAFT IS DEPLOYED
and then transfers from
the Earth’s orbit toward
the moon

Protesting students in
Hong Kong should go home,
Tung Chee-hwa, vice-chairman of the National Committee of the Chinese People’s
Political Consultative Conference, said on Friday.
Tung, speaking for the
first time since the “Occupy
Central” movement began,
expressed his support for
Chief Executive Leung
Chun-ying, who he said has
handled the protests well.
Tung told the media that
neither the demonstrations
nor their leaders’ demands
are in line with the law.
The former chief executive
cited the Hong Kong Bar
Association’s statement that
called the occupation unlawful, and the granting of a
(provisional)
injunction
ordering the protesters
occupying Admiralty and
Mongkok to leave.
Tung said he is worried
about the situation because
there have been many negative consequences, and some
“bad elements” have infiltrated the protesters.
“Although I understand
the students’ aspirations,
what the protest leaders
have demanded — “civil
nomination” of candidates
for the election for chief
executive — is against the
Basic Law and the decisions
of the National People’s Congress Standing Committee,
and therefore cannot happen,” he said.
“There is no such thing as
an international standard of
universal suffrage, and the
electoral arrangement could
be improved in future.”
Tung asked the students to
stop pressing for “civil nomination”, and instead set their
sights on the second round
of public consultation on the
political reforms. The focus
will be on the composition of
the Nominating Committee,
and there will plenty of room
for discussion.
He said he saw a ray of
light when the protesters
had their first dialogue
with government officials
on Tuesday night, and
hoped the students would
continue talking without
preconditions.
He is very worried that

By CAO YIN
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Ex-chief executive gives backing
to Leung over handling of protest
By JOSEPH LI
in Hong Kong
joseph@chinadailyhk.com
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chief
executive
of HK

many occupiers seem to be
sacrificing the rule of law,
which he described as the
cornerstone of Hong Kong’s
success.
“How can (people) destroy
the rule of law before they
attain (a higher degree of)
democracy?” he asked.
Giving his backing to Leung,
he said the central authorities
understand the situation in
Hong Kong and want its citizens to back the government
and the chief executive.
“(Leung) sees things very
clearly when he deals with the
Occupy Central movement
and grasps the problem,”
Tung said. “He is handling the
crisis with coolness and reason, hopes to end it peacefully, and is highly trusted by the
central authorities.”
Turning to the allegation
that Leung received secret
payments from Australian
firm UGL when he left his
job to take part in the election for chief executive, Tung
said this was standard practice in the private sector. It
not a problem for Leung
from either a moral or integrity point of view.
Tung believes the People’s
Liberation Army will not
become involved as he has
confidence in the Hong
Kong police’s ability to handle the situation.
He said he believes external
forces are behind the unlawful occupation, and he promised to provide details later.
Commenting on the
police’s performance, he
praised their professionalism and said they compared
favorably with the US police.
“Politics apart, the illegal
occupation has adversely
affected the economy and
people’s livelihoods,” he
added. “Hotel bookings
and credit card spending
have both dipped by over
20 percent.
“Foreign businessmen are
pondering whether they
should open offices or invest
here. ... and that could harm
the economy and job
prospects.”
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Return cabin separates from
the service module
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Spacecraft on way to moon orbit
By XU WEI
xuwei@chinadaily.com.cn

China
launched
an
experimental spacecraft at
2 am on Friday that will fly
around the moon and back
to Earth to test a key technology for its lunar program.
The spacecraft began its
eight-day mission as it was
launched atop a Long
March 3C rocket from the
Xichang Satellite Launch
Center in Sichuan province.
It has entered the expected
Earth orbit, from which it
will transfer to a moon orbit,
the China National Space
Administration said. After
flying around the moon, the
spacecraft is to set down in
the central area of the Inner
Mongolia
autonomous
region.
On its return, it will test a
key technology to be used in
the future Chang’e 5, which is
expected to land on the moon
around 2017 and retrieve soil
samples.
The technology, called
skip re-entry, involves the
spacecraft entering the
atmosphere and then
being steered to exit again
before making the final
re-entry, the agency said.
The re-entry manuever
should help to disperse
the intense heat that is
usually generated at high
velocity by atmospheric
friction and could destroy
the spacecraft, experts
said.
Hao Xifan, deputy chief

11.2

km per second
speed of the spacecraft when
it approaches Earth

engineer of China’s lunar
mission, said the idea is to
slow the spacecraft, which
will approach Earth at a
speed of 11.2 kilometers
per second, before the skip
re-entry process starts.
Re-entry will be the sternest test for the experiment.
No Chinese spacecraft has
undergone the process previously, Hao told Guangming Daily.
Hao said the exact
details of the skipping of
the spacecraft, including
the height and angle, are
beyond the control of the
team on the ground and
can only be powered by the
gravity of the moon.
To prepare for the space
experiment, Hao said his
team has made more than 1
million simulations.
It will be China’s first
lunar module to return to
Earth.
The
country
launched the Chang’e-1
probe in 2007, then
Chang’e-2 in 2010 and
Chang’e-3 in 2013, completing experiments in
orbiting and landing on
the moon. None has
returned.
Meanwhile, the space
agency announced that the
country’s future lunar missions will be based at the
Wenchang
Satellite
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LUXEMBOURG LUNAR PROBE
PIGGYBACKS ABOARD ROCKET
Hitching a ride on the
experimental spacecraft
China launched on Friday
is a small spacecraft from
Luxembourg produced
by that country’s space
company LuxSpace.
OHB AG, a European
company involved in
space technology, security telematics and satellite services, and the
parent company of LuxSpace, announced on its
website that the LuxSpace module, the Manfred Memorial Moon
Mission, was launched
on Friday at the Xichang
Satellite Launch Center
on the same Long March
3C rocket as the Chinese
craft.
It is at least the second time a carrier rocket has sent a Chinese
spacecraft on a mission
with a module from Luxembourg doubling up
for the boost into space.
In January 2012, China

Launch Center in Hainan
province, which could be
ready for its first launch in
late 2014 or early 2015.
China Central Television
reported that the space
agency decided to move
the launch of future lunar

launched the Ziyuan III
satellite from the Taiyuan Satellite Launch
Center in Shanxi province. That rocket carried a satellite from
Luxembourg.
Questions e-mailed to
LuxSpace and OHB AG
went unanswered on
Friday.
Like China’s spacecraft, LuxSpace’s probe
will orbit the moon, which
it will reach in approximately 90 hours. It will
transmit messages in
memory of Manfred
Fuchs, the OHB founder
who died this year, along
with greetings to the
world.
Radio amateurs
worldwide were invited
to receive the transmissions and send data to
the probe, which will
measure radiation levels
along its course around
the moon before returning earthward.

missions to Wenchang
because of its better
launch conditions, including convenient sea transport and proximity to the
equator that could enable
launch rockets to carry
heavier spacecraft.

Internet development and
online security should be
maintained and improved
under the legal system, China’s top cyberspace watchdog
and specialists said on Friday.
It is urgent for the authorities to ensure cybersecurity via
laws, to protect netizens’ privacy and rein in undesirable
online behavior, the Cyberspace Administration of China
said after the Fourth Plenary
Session of the 18th Central
Committee of the Communist
Party of China.
The focus of the landmark
meeting of the country’s top
Party officials, which was held
in Beijing from Monday to
Thursday, was the rule of law.
About 100 participants,
including Internet specialists,
judicial professionals and netizens, had a heated discussion
on Friday, calling for a law or
improvement of the current
rules to ensure the smooth
operation and supervision of
online activity.
Zhou Hanhua, a researcher
with the Chinese Academy of
Social Sciences, said the
nation’s top legislature should
set up a legal framework to
make online security and personal information on the
Internet a top priority.
“In fact, we have rules
against
Internet-related
infringements and crimes, but
most of them cannot catch up
with the developments in
cyberspace. For some new
problems, such as Web security and the release of information, our current rules are out
of date,” Zhou said.
The case of former intelligence contractor Edward
Snowden leaking the massive
surveillance program led by
the United States a year ago
highlighted the importance of
global online security, “and
also called us to use laws to
enhance online supervision
and make clear Web companies’ liability”, he said.
Gao Zicheng, a Beijing lawyer at Kangda Law Firm,
agreed with Zhou, saying that
it will be difficult to protect
netizens’ rights and ensure the
operation of the Internet without adequate rules.
Gao suggested that government departments and Web
enterprises push forward a
counseling system to make
use of attorneys to better deal
with online cases.
“Many lawyers keep tabs on
Internet development and
know how to share their views
or interact with netizens on
these issues, which can be
helpful for law enforcement,”
he said.
Zhao Jiting, a resident
from Beijing’s Xicheng district, echoed Gao, saying that
the legal supervision of cyberspace is as important as that
for food safety.

Baby stuck with needles needs more tests
By SHAN JUAN
shanjuan@chinadaily.com.cn

An 11-month-old girl with 12
needles inside her body will
undergo further examination
before doctors decide on the
best way to proceed, according
to Chen Hui, an official at Beijing Children’s Hospital.
The girl, named Zixuan,
from Gaotang county, Liaocheng, Shandong province,
was moved to Beijing on
Wednesday after an X-ray at a
hospital on Monday revealed
the needles in her abdomen
and buttocks. Her condition
was described as stable on Friday.
Meanwhile, Zixuan’s aunt
was taken to a hospital on Friday after she ingested pesticide, dzwww.com in Shandong
reported.
The baby’s parents had
reported the aunt to the police
and an investigation was under
way.

She’s not even 1-yearold. How can she live
her life with needles
inside her body?”
FAN GUANGSHENG
FATHER OF ZIXUAN

The aunt died at the hospital
around 4pm on Friday, local
media reported.
Doctors have likened
removing the needles from
Zixuan to “finding and
extracting small stones from
a big bag of rice”.
It takes at least two hours to
remove one needle if the surgery proceeds smoothly.
Geng Rong, the head of the
hospital’s emergency department, said some of the needles,

those in her abdomen, might
move to other organs, endangering Zixuan’s life.
A group consultation by senior specialists preliminarily
decided first to remove the
three dangerous needles in the
abdomen, as the length of the
surgery required to remove all
the needles in one go poses a
greater risk to Zixuan’s life than
leaving the needles inside her,
except for those in her abdomen.
Hou Xiaoju, of the hospital’s
information office, told China
Daily Zixuan would not undergo any surgery until Monday.
The father, Fan Guangsheng,
is not happy with the doctors’
advice.
“She’s not even 1-year-old.
How can she live her life with
needles inside her body?” he
said.
An emergency room doctor
surnamed Gao said the rest of
the needles would not harm her
health.
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New proposals for care of the elderly
The government is looking at ways to relieve the stresses on the elderly and their relatives
as China faces the challenge of an aging population, as Shan Juan reports.

C

hina is considering
introducing a government-backed, longterm
insurance
program to provide high-quality, sustainable care for elderly
people who are prevented
from living independently by
illness or disability, according
to Du Peng, director of the
Institute of Gerontology
under Renmin University of
China.
Du, who is close to senior
decision makers, said: “To cover as many people as possible,
the policy needs to be compulsory and held by the government, in the same way that
China’s health insurance
works.”
Under the policy, people will
start to pay premiums at a certain age, for example 45, and
will benefit from the policy in
later life if illness or disability
means they are unable to live
independently for a period of
six consecutive months, he
added.
There were 180 million people aged 60 and older on the
Chinese mainland by the end
of 2010, and at least 9 percent
of them were completely reliant on other people, according
to the latest census statistics.
Statistics from the China
National Committee on Aging
show that more than 47 million elderly people in rural areas are now living alone
because their children have
moved to cities and large
towns for work.
In urban areas, the first children born under China’s family planning policy, which until
recently limited most couples
to one child, are now in their
early 30s, and are facing huge
pressures because of the need
to take care of their parents,
especially if the parents are
disabled.
Social changes have resulted in large numbers of elderly
people living on their own in
“empty nests”, which means
they rarely receive any help
from their children, Du said.
“People such as this, and the
nation as a whole, are in urgent
need of a long-term-care insurance policy, particularly
because the nation is aging
rapidly and the traditional
model that care of the elderly is
the duty of the family is hardly
sustainable today,” he added.

A tough challenge
Wu Yushao, deputy director
of the China National Working
Commission on Aging, said
China is facing a tough chal-

PHOTOS BY DING HAITAO / XINHUA

Si Dongmei (left), director of nursing at a medical care institute for elderly people who are unable to live independently because
of illness or disability, in Xi’an, Shaanxi province, chats with a resident.
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of Chinese aged 60 and
older are completely
reliant on other people

lenge to look after older citizens,
and
urged
the
government to shoulder more
of the responsibility for providing care for them.
“The country should start
building up an old-age-care
mechanism, especially for
people whose children have
left home, and who are unable
to live independently,” he said.
“Insurance policies, such as
long-term care and cover for
accidental injury, should be
considered first,” he said.
Four countries — Germany,
Japan, the Netherlands, and
the Republic of Korea — have
introduced long-term care
insurance systems, according
to the World Health Organization.
“But it will take years to set
up a similar program, because
a huge amount of preparatory

work will be required before it
can be implemented successfully,” Du said.
Wang Yiming, deputy chairman of the Department of
Finance at Peking University,
suggested that the government should initially test the
policy in economically well-off
regions.
”Alternatively, it could start
as a commercial program, and
gradually evolve into a government-run public program
when the government is
ready,” he said.
Du said that although similar programs are available
from commercial insurance
companies, they only cover a
few tens of thousands of people on the mainland. “They
haven’t been well-received,
and the insurance companies
are reluctant to promote these

policies because of a number
of uncertainties, such as
assessment of costs and relatively low public awareness,”
he added.
Wang Baosheng, a 49-yearold resident of the Chaoyang
district of Beijing, said he was
not aware that such policies
existed. In recent years, he and
his wife have struggled to take
care of his elderly parents.
Wang’s father passed away
in 2012 at the age of 86. His
mother is 87. “My mother was
diagnosed with Alzheimer’s
disease in 2005. My father was
diagnosed in 2009. They came
to Beijing from Tangshan (in
Hebei province) 11 years ago,”
Wang said.
“My father was in the hospital for about 10 days before he
passed away, so my wife and I
took turns taking care of him
there,” he said. The couple’s
lives were made doubly stressful by the need to take care of
Wang’s mother, who lives with
them.
“My mother doesn’t sleep
well now, and needs our care
70 percent of the time. My

father often got up three times
a night — sometimes to go to
the bathroom, sometimes to
eat. Whenever he got up, we
had to get up too,” he said.
They were unable to afford
the 3,600 yuan ($588) a month
it would cost to hire a nurse to
stay at the house regularly.
“My wife can’t go to work
because she needs to take care
of my mom. It would really
help if the long-term care
insurance covered my family,
but that would be unlikely
because my mother doesn’t
have a Beijing hukou (household registration),” Wang said.
Most public services, such as
healthcare, care for the elderly,
and education, are related to
the hukou system, which usually only allows a person
access to those services in the
place they are registered.
“We all have parents. They
raised us. It’s natural that we
should take care of them as
they get older,” Wang said.
Contact the writer at
shanjuan@
chinadaily.com.cn

OLDER AND POORER
Life expectancy in China is constantly rising. More
people are living longer and entering ages when they
may need looking after. However, the fertility rate, about
1.7, hasn’t been high enough to replace the working population, which means a the government has a smaller
pot of money to pay for the rising number of people in
need of care, according to Yuan Xin, a professor of demographics at Nankai University’s Institute of Population
and Development.
“That raises questions about the financing and sustainability of a long-term, old-age-care insurance program, particularly in the form of a government-held
public one,” he said.
Sun Jie, deputy director of the School of Insurance
and Economics at the University of International Business and Economics in Beijing, shared Yuan’s opinion,
saying the introduction of long-term care insurance for
disabled elderly people is a necessary and urgent task in
rapidly ageing China, but at present, “the issue is more
about the form it will take — social public insurance or
the commercial kind?” she said.
For elderly people who are totally reliant on other people for their daily routines, long-term care is a lifelong
and irreversible commitment, so it costs a considerable
sum. “On its own, the government could hardly take
care of it all via the public purse,” she said.
Sun suggested that decision makers should restructure the current social welfare programs, especially the
five major compulsory insurance categories — endowment, medical, unemployment, work-related injury,
maternity — and the housing fund.
Employers won’t be willing to pay more for their
employees’ long-term care insurance because the current package accounts for nearly 50 percent of the
human resource cost, Sun said, adding that at the same
time, the existing compulsory programs could be finetuned to improve efficiency.
For example, paying for maternity and housing insurance would be a waste of money for people who have
already have children and property, she said.
According to Sun, a restructuring of the existing programs would mean that the government and employers
wouldn’t pay extra for the long-term care insurance, she
said.
Huang Xin, an administrator at the Yikang Rest Home
in Beijing, was concerned about the limitations imposed
by the hukou (household registration) system. “We have
residents who come from outside of Beijing. Would such
an insurance program cover them as well?” she asked.
“Yikang’s 56 residents have an average age of 70, and
only 10 of them are capable of taking care of themselves,” Huang said. “Elderly people with Alzheimer’s
disease tend to be a challenge because they look the
same as everyone else, but they are liable to just wander
away, even under careful supervision.”
Sun stressed that a “stay-at-home” care model would
be more appropriate for China, because the elderly population is huge and the cost of keeping them in care
homes would be exorbitant.

A resident is attended by a nurse at a care home in Xi’an.

From rock ’n’ roll bandwagon to the music of the desert
By CHENG LU
Xinhua News Agency

less of ethnicity and nationality.”

Every time musician Perhat
Halik stepped onto the stage
of the TV talent show, Voice of
China 2014, he exuded a calm
presence, seemingly unperturbed by his lack of Mandarin
and the host of famous singers
in the studio audience.
His husky voice has gathered quite a following in
recent weeks, leading the
32-year-old Uygur to take second place in the show.
He did his best to sing songs
in Mandarin to appeal to the
audience. But in the end, it
was his unadorned, unmistakable voice and attitude to the
music that fascinated fans.
However, his voice wasn’t
appreciated by everyone who
heard it, and his rivals could
often be heard criticizing his
songs, saying they were tuneless and hard to understand.
Consistent with his serene
stage-presence, he is equally
composed when facing criticism.
“I came to sing a song, not
for a title. I want more people
to know my music,” Perhat
Halik told Xinhua in an exclusive interview. “I believe music
can affect all people, regard-

Taklamakan music
“I want to go back to childhood, lying in your arms, sitting behind you on a bike,
Papa. I want to eat noodles
cooked by you, wear a sweater
knitted by you, steal a cookie
from you, Mama ...”
Perhat Halik often dedicates
his songs and music to his parents, both of whom have
passed away. The emotion
with which he imbued each
song when performing on
Voice of China moved the audience, earning rapturous
applause, despite most peoples’ inability to understand
the lyrics, sung in Uygur, the
language of Perhat Halik’s
home, the Xinjiang Uygur
autonomous region.
He said wherever he goes
his love for his hometown and
family are the inspiration and
soul of his songs.
His was born in Makit, a
county in Kashgar prefecture,
in the Taklamakan Desert.
Despite living among several
different ethnic groups known
for singing and dancing, Perhat Halik showed little interest in Xinjiang folk music as a
youngster.

I do not have a dream. I
just do the things I
really love. When
things are done well,
the dreams will come
to me.”
PERHAT HALIK
SINGER

PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

Perhat Halik performs on the TV talent show, Voice of China
2014, where he shot to fame after claiming second place.

At the age of 6, he found a
broken guitar while rummaging through things at home
and began playing it every day.
When the guitar became unusable, his father sent him a new
one as a gift, cementing his
path into the world of music.
Still, he showed little interest in the folk music of his
hometown.
In the late 1990s, he became
part of the rock ’n’ roll move-

ment that swept across China,
growing his hair long and
obsessing over heavy-metal
music. At one point, he considered a tattoo, he said.
However, his attitude
toward traditional Xinjiang
music changed while he was
studying painting at the Xinjiang Arts University in Urumqi, the regional capital.
During a folk performance,
he spotted a friend, also on the

rock ’n’ roll bandwagon, wearing a folk costume and playing
a traditional musical instrument.
“For the first time in my life, I
noticed the beauty of Xinjiang
folk music and realized: ‘This is
what I want’,” he said.
After that, he began blending Western rock ’n’ roll with
Chinese folk elements, using
the style to found a band
called Qetiq in 2005.
The band earned low but
livable wages by singing in
bars. While performing at
these venues, Perhat Halik
would occasionally sneak
original songs into the set,
but many patrons, who were
used to hearing familiar

songs by famous singers,
complained.
Eventually, the other members of his band tried to persuade him to stop singing his
own songs and concentrate on
cover versions of popular hits,
but Perhat Halik insisted on
continuing with his own compositions, believing the audience would come to accept his
music if he persisted.
He was proved right. “Some
patrons told me they felt
uncomfortable if they didn’t
hear my songs for a long time,”
he said.
More recently, his mixture
of traditional musical instruments such as the dutar and
the tambur, accompanied by
guitar and his husky voice,
attracted a German musician,
who invited the band to perform in Germany in 2010.
The tour was a success, and
the band became popular with
European audiences. Qetig
now travels frequently to
Europe to perform, and last
year released its first album in
Germany.
“The audience shows
respect and tolerance to different music. They see it as an
art,” Perhat Halik said.
Now, he often performs in
large cities such as Beijing and

Shanghai, but he says he will
never leave Xinjiang or his
musical roots.

A man without a dream
When a judge on Voice of
China asked Perhat Halik
about his dreams, he replied:
“I do not have a dream. I just
do the things I really love.
When things are done well,
the dreams will come to me.”
The unorthodox answer
surprised many members of
the audience and the judges.
“Perhat Halik is like a mirror. Looking at him, I know
what I have lost these years,”
said musician and composer
Wang Feng, who was Perhat
Halik’s coach on Voice of China.
A song can become popular
overnight, but half a year later,
will anyone remember it? It’s a
question Perhat Halik always
asks himself.
Pureness, simplicity and
hope may be what people who
really understand Perhat
Halik and his music feel in his
songs.
“I don’t understand music,
but Perhat Halik’s songs make
me cry, and let me know I have
tears and dreams,” Jian Shixian,
a 64-year-old fan, wrote on Sina
Weibo.
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THE WEIRD WORLD OF TAOBAO

From dead mosquitoes to someone to yell at, the e-commerce site is full of oddities, report Erik Nilsson and Zhang Lei.

N

eed a human hamster
wheel? A spaceflight?
Breast implants?
A fake boyfriend? An
enchanted totem to conjure a breakup with a real significant other?
To scream whatever — really,
almost anything — at someone on
the phone?
How about a squashed mosquito’s
photo sent to your cellphone?
If you desire any of these things
— or something stranger — look no
further than Taobao.
The Chinese answer to eBay has
everything anyone would want.
And more. Much more.
That’s despite being relatively
unknown outside China until
recently. An early September BBC
headline, foreshadowing its parent company Alibaba Group’s now
legendary initial public offering,
echoes the premonitions of foreign
media headlines: Why A Company
You’ve Never Heard of Is Expected
to Have the Biggest IPO Ever.
The country’s largest online shopping website isn’t just a one-stop
shop for shoes, clothes or other daily
necessities. (And that’s what most
people use it for.)
It also means cow brains, live
leeches and underwater restaurant
construction materials, not to mention early hominid androids, inflatable donkeys and robotic dinosaurs,
are just a click away.
“It’s beyond your imagination,”
says Dutch Sinologist Manya Koetse.

from their families.
Lonely single women grappling
with contemporary life’s alienation
can order life-sized plastic partners
— and, no, not just as sex aids. Some
of these platonic boy toys come with
interchangeable heads, presumably
to spice things up.

PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

Taobao Founder Jack Ma celebrates as the company’s stock goes live during the company’s initial price offering at the New York Stock Exchange.

Growing pains
But Taobao’s oddities aren’t merely amusing. They’re a testament to
Chinese society.
They point not only to the expansion of the country’s online shopping but also to the growing pains of
marketization, internationalization
and urbanization in what’s arguably
history’s fastest-changing culture.
“The rise of the Internet has made
Chinese people creative in making
money online,” Koetse says.
“No matter what they sell or services they offer, there will often be
people buying.”
The editor of Whatsonweibo.
com, which tracks Chinese Internet
phenomena, points to services in
which you may scream and curse at
a stranger on the phone.
“There are people who feel very
stressed, and yelling at someone
over the phone makes them feel
better,” Koetse says.
“This means that, one day, somebody thought: ‘I’m going to charge
money for being scolded’. Taobao
makes people come up with the
strangest ideas.”
Stress relief
But this fosters chicken-versusegg questions about bizarre Taobao
versus its peculiar products.
Such “scolding” services exist
because of demand. There are many
providers because there are many
consumers.
Chinese need release from the
mounting pressures of work, exorbitant housing prices and pollution
— plus supporting a graying generation, whom they must also gratify,
despite immense fissures in values.
“I for one love to earn money by
being yelled at,” says Lemon Consulting Room’s owner, who only
gives his surname, Chen.
He charges 2 yuan ($0.33) a minute to be cussed out and shouted at.
“I’m not a psychiatrist. But I’m
sure it helps relieve their sadness. A
tender voice can be very soothing to
the wounded soul. That’s why many
pay to yell.”
People call for diverse reasons,
Chen says. “Some experience the
deaths of relatives or friends and feel
deep sorrow.
Some are puzzled by their marriages. Some are betrayed by friends.
Some can’t endure the fast pace of
life nowadays and think the pressure
is too intense. They just can’t take it,”
he explains.
“Yet they often can’t find a good
listener, or vent anger or sadness
on the wrong person. Sometimes, a
total stranger with no real-life connection may offer the best medium
for release.”

XIE ZHENGYI / FOR CHINA DAILY
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Clockwise from top: Moon insurance — compensation will be given to the insured if he can’t see the moon on Mid-Autumn Festival; horses are sold
on Taobao; ring malfunction logo T-shirt of the Sochi Olympics; tomb-sweeping services for those who can’t make it on the very day.

Over 45 percent of
(China’s roughly 1.4
billion people) are on
the Internet. Taobao
is one of China’s
largest shopping
platforms and has
millions of people
… every day. Among
all those people, of
course, there will
always be people who
want to sell and buy
strange items.”
MANYA KOETSE
DUTCH SINOLOGIST

A little magic
A Taobao user who only gives
her online name Fast Sail sought a
different Taobao solution for her
failed marriage’s vexations — a talisman whose supernatural properties
she believes terminated her glum
relationship.
“I’ve never encountered such an
insufferable person, dragging me
into a marriage without love. He
refused divorce because he wanted
to sustain a positive image in front of
his colleagues and friends but kept
seeing other women,” she explains.
“The magical figurine is very effective. My husband has promised a
divorce. I really appreciate the help.”
She bought the statuette from
vendor Xian Yuange, who says the
breakup talisman is among the most
popular traditional enchanted items
he sells.
“This spiritual figure is used to
pray for guidance from the goddess of ninth heaven to break up
doomed love or inappropriately
obliged couples, so both sides are no
longer entwined and quickly split,”
he explains.
“I advise prudence and that clients weigh the magnitude of their
purchases. Only if your spouse has
engaged in an affair and your mar-

riage is beyond redemption will I
sell to you.”
Another set of popular and distinctly Chinese “magical” items on
Taobao are amulets that profess to
buoy test scores — a trendy commodity in a country that esteems
education within a system that venerates exam results.
The statuettes’ powers are
unleashed when they’re immolated,
Xian claims.
But there’s a caveat. “It only works
if you believe in it,” he says.
Fake partners
While some use Taobao to end
real relationships, others employ it
to find fake ones.
Boyfriend rental services are popular among single career women
approaching or past their 30s, who
face parental pressure to start families.
Hired men often charge additional fees for such extra services as
smoking cigarettes or swilling baijiu
(traditional Chinese liquor) with
aspiring fathers-in-law.
And whereas some women rent
sham suitors for their parents’ sake,
other phony Taobao “boyfriends”
are purchased for women’s personal
needs and are likely to be concealed

It’s not possible
for (these items)
to be proﬁtable in
traditional stores.
E-commerce helps
locate and condense
demand. Logistics’
explosive growth also
makes the business
economically sound.
Niche-market
customers only
constitute a small
percentage.”
HARRY KWOK
GENERAL MANGER OF TAOBAO
AGENT OBOOK

‘Silicon-sucking’ mosquitoes
That said, at least partially fake date
bait captures such a considerable segment of the niche market that vendor
Luo Yu’s mosquito-killing Taobao
service devoted to food safety and
environmental awareness largely
focuses on killing mosquitoes. That
is, mosquitoes that might otherwise
“choke” on breast implants.
He sends photos of the squished
parasites to customers’ cellphones
for a donation of 1 mao per bug to
the Magic Baby Bean project, named
after a Taobao vendor with leukemia.
His pitch is a wisecrack, in which a
mosquito tries to gulp blood from
a woman’s breast but slurps silicon
and dies.
It’s a satirical interpretation of society’s superficiality, environmental
protection and food safety.
“It’s for fun and a way to raise public awareness about our deteriorating
environment and the world’s shallowness,” he says.
“Even mosquitoes lead hard lives.
Our environment is getting really bad.
Let’s pay attention to food safety.”
Luo claims to let the insects gorge
on his blood before killing them so
they die “happy”. He has received 24
orders since May.
Ying Jing, who paid Luo to send a
dead mosquito photo to his phone,
explains why he financially supported such a sardonic initiative.
“His gimmick is good,” Ying says.
“So I gave a cent. It’s good to contribute to public welfare. I hope we
can use many ways to care more
about our environment and health.”
Most of the “weird” items and services on Taobao, from photos of dead
mosquitoes that theoretically dined
on breast implants to actual implants,
are mostly absent elsewhere, industry insiders say.
“It’s not possible for (these items)
to be profitable in traditional stores,”
general manger of Taobao agent
Obook Harry Kwok explains.
“E-commerce helps locate and
condense demand. Logistics’ explosive growth also makes the business
economically sound. Niche-market
customers only constitute a small
percentage.”
Breeding specialties
Yet, like with most China market
realities, it’s about both an economy
of scale and a scale of economy.
Koetse believes China’s e-commerce sector is “worlds ahead” of
Europe’s and points to the vast population generating a titanic market.
“Over 45 percent of (China’s
roughly 1.4 billion people) are on
the Internet,” she explains.
“Taobao is one of China’s largest
shopping platforms and has millions
of people … every day. Among all
those people, of course, there will
always be people who want to sell
and buy strange items.”
Taobaomode.com manager Alan
Smith believes abundance breeds
specialization.
“There will certainly be more
strange and stranger products as so
many come out,” he says.
“It’s proof China’s colossal productivity is growing ever-huger.”
Koetse also points out China “has
an enormous selection of products”.
“No matter where you look in the
world, you’ll always find made-inChina items,” she says.
“On Taobao, you can buy anything
that is made-in-China. And more.”
Yet it’s not just products made in
China that fuels Taobao’s niche markets.
It’s also made-in-China demand
— that is, for people who want insurance to compensate them if they can’t
see the moon during Mid-Autumn
Festival or to hire someone to visit
their relatives’ graves on their behalf
during Tomb-Sweeping Festival.
Contact the writers at erik_nilsson@
chinadaily.com.cn
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IT’S ABOUT THE
BAG OR BOX, NOT
WHAT’S INSIDE
By ERIK NILSSON
erik_nilsson@chinadaily.com.cn

C

hina’s online shoppers
have taken the concept
that packaging can be
as important as what’s
inside to a whole new level — a
plane where they do away with the
contents altogether.
Many who order Gucci bags
online aren’t purchasing the handbags for which the brand is known
but rather the paper shopping
bags these purses would come in if
bought in stores.
Status-seeking shoppers on Taobao, the country’s largest online
store, also buy empty bottles of fine
wine and fake iPhone tags for the
QQ messaging service.
“It’s a typical case of China’s ‘face’
culture, where one will do anything
to appear superior, either in social

rank or in personal wealth, and
when in public,” public relations
and communications agency Illuminant says in its 2012 report The
Things You Can Buy on Taobao
and What They Say About the Chinese Consumer Market.
“By its own definition, a ‘luxury
product’ is not something that’s
affordable to just anyone. Some
prefer buying cheap counterfeits
to beef up their face index, while
others choose to buy authentic
packaging.”
Most luxury brand paper shopping bags and boxes cost several
yuan but can be as much as 100
yuan ($16.34).
Yet while such purchases were
popular a couple of years ago, when
they grabbed headlines, they’re in
decline — arguably because of
those very headlines.
Enough people know about the

practice that online shoppers who
make such purchases are more likely to lose, rather than gain, face. A
micro blog user who goes by the
online handle “Happy Mushroom”
admits to purchasing a Gucci bag
for 80 yuan — something she’d
never do now.
She says the practice was especially prevalent several years ago
among women office workers, who
couldn’t afford luxury products.
“It did indeed attract envious
eyes,” she says on her micro blog.
But while she relished their covetousness, she says she wouldn’t
make such an acquisition today.
“The media have extensively
covered this phenomenon,” she
explains. “So, nowadays, almost
everyone will see through the act
and jeer. You could end up feeling
pretty stupid.”
Those who pay for iOS tags for
their QQ messages risk more than
face — they typically must provide the online purveyors their
QQ account information and
passwords to enable the vendor to
forward their messages through an
actual iPhone or iPad.
But it’s a risk some are willing to
take to win prestige.
“All your friends will see from
your QQ avatar that you are a

proud iOS user now,” the Illuminant report explains.
“Since it’s a lasting service, you
will be charged by a monthly fee
that ranges from 5 kuai to 8 kuai
— easily affordable to everyone.
Of course, it’s obvious that it’s risky
handing your QQ credentials to
someone you don’t even know.
“The alternative is to pay a onetime small fee to get your QQ avatar professionally Photoshopped
with an ‘iPhone online’ icon and
hand-type the ‘sent from QQ for
iPhone (or iPad)’ message each
time you start a chat with somebody. Clumsy, but safe, and good
bang for your buck.”
Still, it seems people have wised
up to these tech tricks, too.
Also drying up is demand for
empty Chateau Lafite Rothschild
bottles, which the report says have
sold for anywhere from under 100
yuan to over 2,000.
“There used to be a remarkable
number of such bottle sellers on
Taobao and a whole swarm of them
over the entire Chinese Internet.
These bottles are not generally targeted at your everyday consumer
but rather at counterfeit wine producers,” the report explains.
“A bottle of Chateau Lafite wine,
regardless of which label, can easily

100 yuan
CHINA DAILY

A ‘luxury product’ is
not something that’s
affordable to just
anyone. Some prefer
buying cheap counterfeits to beef up
their face index, while
others choose to buy
authentic packaging.”
ILLUMINANT
PUBLIC RELATIONS AND
COMMUNICATIONS AGENCY
IN A 2012 REPORT

fetch over 10,000 yuan in China.
It’s a good deal for these producers,
as they only have to spend 2,000
yuan on a genuine bottle, which
will make the final product look
that much closer to the real thing
… You can hardly find any Chateau
Lafite bottle sellers on Taobao these
days, but there still are plenty of
them on other websites.”
While some of the scarcity is
because of shifting Chinese consumption, part of the reason
they’ve become rare on Taobao is
that the Rothschild family has been
proactively going after vendors.
“This kind of phenomenon
shows image is very important to
many Chinese,” says Dutch Sinologist Manya Koetse.
“Society has become more materialistic. Big brands and expensive
wine have become status symbols.
It’s a sign of China’s economic
growth.”
This progress will continue to
change the way online shoppers try
to buy face on the Internet, Koetse
says.
“It’s a phase. Eventually, the
contents of a good red wine will
become more important to people
than the fancy label on the bottle.”
Zhang Lei contributed to this story.

XU CONGJUN / FOR CHINA DAILY

Massive orders through Taobao have prompted an explosive growth in China’s courier industry.

Agents help foreigners
navigate Taobao
By ERIK NILSSON
erik_nilsson@chinadaily.com.cn

Many people around the globe
agree China’s principal shopping
website Taobao is very useful — yet
not at all foreigner-friendly.
No problem. Foreigners don’t
have to actually use Taobao to, well,
use Taobao.
One thing the vast variety of Taobao products proves — think deer
placenta, vanilla cookies for hermit
crabs and helicopters — is supply
accompanies demand.
An entire sector of third-party
Taobao agents has developed to abet
foreigners aspiring to shop on the
e-commerce site.
Agents provide language support
— the website is almost entirely in
Chinese but agents employ polyglots
— and assistance with payments for
foreigners without yuan, let alone
Alipay, China’s answer to PayPal,
and a host of other services.
They typically charge 5 to 10 per-

cent of the order’s cost. One of their
primary purposes should be qualityassurance, says Harry Kwok, general
manager for Taobao agent Obook.
“Taobao is a market that’s not
so regulated compared to overseas
markets and has many traps by
which inexperienced buyers may
be scammed,” Kwok says. “So you
need to pay agents to help you avoid
the risks.”
Insider knowledge should be part
of what you’re paying for, Obook’s
operations and customer support
manager Christy Li says.
Ideally, such amenities as translation should be free, Kwok says.
And after commissions customers
should still get better deals than they
would on international sites such
as eBay.
“EBay provides a direct platform
to seller and buyer without thirdparty inspections before shipping,”
Li says.
“There’s no immediate assistance
in case of damage or mistakes. But

Taobao agents provide assistance
without delay.”
The range of products sold on
Taobao sets the company apart
from other shopping websites such
as eBay, Taobaomode.com manager
Alan Smith says.
“Some items you can buy on Taobao but not eBay,” he says.
More than 90 percent of his
company’s customers come from
Europe, the United States and Asia.
Kwok says about 35 percent of
Obook’s clients hail from Southeast Asia, while about 30 percent
are from the US and Canada, and 20
percent are from Europe.
Foreigners are generally less
circumspect and conscious of the
prospective hazards of the relatively
unregulated site, agents point out.
“Don’t judge the seller or product from simple feedback,” Smith
suggests. “Do small sample orders
to test before committing to large
orders.”
Buyers should study sellers’ reputations, says Lai Xin, co-founder of
the Singapore-based SGshop.com.
Taobao ranks merchant levels, discloses sales volumes and includes
customer feedback. That said, some
vendors manipulate these metrics
by, for instance, buying their own
wares to inflate their numbers.

“Generally, sellers with higher levels and better sales volumes would
be more reliable,” Lai says.
“If there’s any uncertainty before
we order, we contact the vendor to
avoid disputes.”
Smith says the agents are shields
against Taobao’s buyer-beware
nature.
“You get what you pay for,” he
says.
“Don’t believe it when you see
extremely cheap items. They’re
either fake or of poor quality. Read
item descriptions carefully to detect
tricks. And learn from shops’ ratings
and customer comments. This can
give you a general idea.”
Insiders point to industry transformations. Rates are dropping in
concert with increased professionalism, competitiveness and valueadded services.
“Frankly, we Taobao agents need
to improve,” Lai says.
“We need to work more as agents
and less as retailers.”
But the number of agencies is
shrinking, as the big fish commandeer the pond.
“The smaller agencies are fading due to increasing competition,”
Kwok says. “The remaining agents
normally offer premium services
and enjoy a stable customer base.”

TAOBAO TIPS
1. Check the reputation of the
Taobao vendor. Traders who
have high total credit scores
are not necessarily more
trustworthy. There are many
gimmicks for sellers to acquire
reputation icons such diamonds and yellow crowns.
2. Check the comments from
the buyers. Novice buyers
typically have low credit
scores. Some buyers may also
purchase or manipulate their
reviews using fake IDs.
3. Find out when the store
launched. If the store recently
opened and already has a high
ranking, it is probably a fake.
4. Be careful when making a
payment. Sellers who insist
that you use a credit card or
a bank transfer rather than
Alipay may be trying to cheat
you.
5. Compare the prices of
similar products by looking
at several different vendors.
Prices that are extremely low
may be too good to be true.
6. Tmall, which is also owned
by Alibaba, is another option
for online shoppers. Sellers on
Tmall are required to provide
official documentation to prove
they are a real company.
DONG FANGYU

Agents argue they’d remain relevant if Taobao started providing
some of their primary functions,
such as translation capabilities and
payment methods.
A translation feature for most
Southeast Asian languages became
available on Taobao last fall. (The
region incidentally seems to be the
area outside mainland China where
most international Taobao purchases are made.)
Li believes it’s unlikely Taobao will
match agents’ services in the foreseeable future.
“Overcoming language and payment barriers are only some of many
services agencies offer,” she says.
And Lai says agencies will react if
the site adapts.
“We’d respond to site changes by
focusing on strengths in providing
more professional and efficient service,” Lai says.
“We’d enhance payment options,
translation and convenience.
We’d also consider promotions
and updates. In the future, certified agents may partner with the
online platforms to further lower
transaction risks and raise overall
efficiency.”
“Taobao agencies’ future lies in
operating as a China portal, rather
than a simple agency,” he says.
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MAD ABOUT CRABS
Seasonal crustaceans
from Yangcheng Lake
are highlights on
Chinese menus now.
Dong Fangyu gets to
the sweet meat of the
matter with a master
chef in Beijing.

T

he first chill of fall signals
that one of nature’s annual
delicacies, hairy crabs, are
back in season. The roe
now becomes rich and reddishorange, the meat tender and firm.
Food-loving Chinese are so fond
of hairy crabs that a popular folk
adage goes, “When the autumn
wind blows, the legs of crab itch.
Smell the chrysanthemums, and
savor the crabs.”
To celebrate the crustacean, many
restaurants in Beijing are giving the
crab star billing in the dining room.
We visited Noble Court, a Cantonese restaurant eager to lure crab fans
with a few new creations on three
different set menus as well as a variety of a la carte dishes. We tried the
medium-priced nine-course menu,
800 yuan ($131) per person.
The appealing appetizer, chilled
crabmeat jelly with Chinese aged
rice wine from Shaoxing, Zhejiang
province, is delicate but a magnet
for our attention. The crabmeat is
embedded in the cold jelly stewed
with rice wine, a favorite warmer for
the stomach at crab feasts.
The roasted suckling pig, marinated rhombus bean with black
garlic and braised baby eggplant
with homemade sauce also ignited
our taste buds. Then the doubleboiled wild-bamboo pith soup with
fresh matsutake mushroom was a
standout, with its aromatic warmth
and smoothness whetting our appetites for the important dish: steamed
hairy crabs.
The matsutake and mitten crabs
are gastronomic reminders of the
golden autumn season. Matsutake,
also known as pine mushrooms, are
prized for their enticing scent, often
referred to as “intense”, or “pinelike” or “cinnamon-like”.
When it comes to cooking matsutake, less is more.
Victor Hu, Noble Court’s master
Chinese chef, advises not to wash
them much or flavor will be lost:
Simply wipe the mushrooms with a
damp cloth or paper towel. His soup
does not have additional seasonings
except salt, but the pure broth can
be a sensory adventure.
The most traditional way to cook
hairy crabs is to steam them, a technique that the chefs of Noble Court
embrace to preserve the crabs’
innate flavor.
Male crabs have bellies that are
somewhat triangular, while females
have more oval bellies. We were
served male specimens, which are
bigger and meatier. Each weighs
almost 5 liang (250g), heavier than
the market average of about 2 to
4 liang each. And the heavier, the

PHOTOS BY DONG FANGYU / CHINA DAILY

Food-loving Chinese are so fond of hairy crabs that a popular folk adage goes, ‘When the autumn wind blows, the legs of crab itch. Smell the chrysanthemums, and savor the crabs.’

IF YOU GO
Noble Court
B1/F, Grand Hyatt Beijing, Oriental Plaza, 1 Dongchang’an Jie,
Dongcheng District.
010-8518-1234 ext. 3822

To best enjoy a crab’s ﬂavor, Victor Hu, Nobel Court’s master Chinese chef (center), advises diners to eat the legs and claws before opening the top shell.
A pick (left and right) is a fancy digging tool to pull off legs and claws, and to pick out the meat and roe.

tastier, says Hu. The hairy crabs at
Noble Court, the chef says, all come
from Yangcheng Lake. Although
hairy crabs from other places have
been discovered, he believes those
from Yangcheng Lake are still superior.
Hu notes that crab farming at
Yangcheng Lake has developed into
a regulated industry, and the local
government is very strict about the
water quality and what crabs are
fed there. These farms are strictly
licensed.
Because of the pleasant climate,
clear water, fertile land and the quality water grass and plants the crabs
eat, authentic Yangcheng Lake crabs

taste better than other varieties,” he
said. One diner at the restaurant
added that this crab is “sweeter than
normal ones”.
“The gills of a crab can show if it
is bred in clean water,” said Hu, popping off one specimen’s top shell.
“You can whitewash the crab’s abdomen on the outside, but you cannot
change the color of the gills inside.”
The experience of eating a crab is
messy but delightful. There are different utensils to eat a crab: We used
a claw cracker and a pick, which is a
fancy digging tool to pull off the legs
and claws, and pick out the meat
and roe.
Chef Hu advises diners to first eat

the legs and claws before opening
the top shell, “because the roe in the
body is so delicious that if it’s eaten
first, you would not have any taste
for its legs and claws.”
It is said that if you eat a crab correctly, all of the body shell and claws
can be put back to form an almost
intact crab shape after you devour
all of the meat and roe.
The creme de la creme moment:
savoring the steamed hairy crab’s
meat with abalone and roe buns.
Feel the rich, slippery filling of
creamy crab roe wash over your
taste buds once you take a nibble.
After this delectable crab-feasting, we were served sweetened gin-

ger tea with longan and red date,
always a part of a hairy crab feast.
In traditional Chinese medicine
philosophy, crabs are very “cooling” foods, so one needs to consume
some“warming” foods for balance
in the body. That is why hairy crabs
are also presented with dipping
sauce of brown vinegar and shredded ginger.
Ginger tea is not only a part of
a hairy-crab feast, it aids digestion
after any meal. Just boil pu’er tea,
black tea, brown sugar and slices of
ginger together to easily make the
soothing and healing ginger tea at
home. You can also add longans,
red dates or some dried chrysanthe-

mum flowers.
Our set menu also includes
braised giant grouper with bird’s
nest and crab roe sauce, wok-fried
South Africa baby lobster with
crispy garlic, chili and black beans,
and simmered pea-sprout vegetable
with flower mushroom and Chinese
liquor.
The whole package is good value
for money. The crab specials will
continue through Nov 30.
If you don’t prefer the expansive
set menus, you can pick and choose
from an extensive range of a la
carte crab-based dishes, including
braised noodles with crab roe sauce
and crisp “YingHua” shrimp (88
yuan), pan-fried matsutake mushroom with shrimp mousse and crab
roe (288 yuan), braised crabmeat
jelly with “Hua Diao” wine (168
yuan), and braised crab-roe soup
with hasma (frog tissue) and bean
curd (188 yuan).
Contact the author at dongfangyu@
chinadaily.com.cn

DINING AND WINE HIGHLIGHTS NEXT WEEK
Chi Fan for Charity
Tickets for this year’s Chi Fan
for Charity, a premiere charity dining event, are now on sale to the
public. Tickets can be purchased
through Nov 7. The annual dinner
event will be held on Nov 8. More
than 50 of the best restaurants
in the city are participating, and
seats can be purchased at chifanforcharity.org. Seat prices range
from 600 yuan ($98) to 1,500
yuan. Following dinner, all guests
are invited to the afterparty at
Hatsune in Sanlitun. Over the last
ﬁve years, Chi Fan for Charity has
raised 3.2 million yuan in Beijing,
Shanghai and Hong Kong. This
year’s beneﬁciaries are the United
Foundation for China’s Health and
Morning Tears.

Chocolate Autumn
Godiva and The Ritz-Carlton,
Beijing are teaming up to offer
“Saveurs Du Monde” — an indulgent Chocolate Afternoon Tea
at the hotel’s The Lounge and a

cocktail and free-ﬂow wine.
There will also be a live band
and a drawing for prizes. Guests
are encouraged to dress in costume for the event. Time: 5:30
- 10 pm, Oct 31.

A Pinot Noir Night

PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

From left: Executive Chef Kevin Thomson; cheese risotto with chocolate shavings; a Godiva chocolate experience; braised short rib, teriyaki and chocolate glaze.

Chef’s Table dinner at Barolo restaurant. The two menus were created by The Ritz-Carlton, Beijing’s
executive chef Kevin Thomson
and Godiva’s chef chocolatier for
the Paciﬁc Rim and China Philippe
Daue.
The “Godiva 2014 Chef Inspirations Saveurs Du Monde” collection offers a global adventure
— touring Belgium, China, Japan,
Africa, the US and Brazil — and
features premium chocolates
delivered all in one box.

The Chocolate Afternoon
Tea menu carries Godiva’s Belgian heritage and tradition of
ﬁne handcraftsmanship. The
caramel and milk chocolate set
menu includes tartlet, kuromitsu
and chocolate verrines, coffee praline cake and coconut
banana.
This set menu also comes with
chocolate chip scones, a range of
chocolate-inspired savory items
and a delicious hot chocolate
drink in class, mango and Earl

Grey varieties.
For a real dinner, you’ll want
to go the Godiva Chef’s Table
Dinner at Barolo. It combines
an array of premium chocolate
with a nine-course set menu,
which takes guests on a tour of
world cuisines including China,
America, Italy, Japan, Africa and
Thailand with specially sourced
ingredients.
Both menus will be offered
through Nov 16. The Chocolate
Afternoon Tea is available from

1:30-5:30 pm at a cost of 248
yuan per person. The Chef’s Table
Adventure dinner is available
from 6-10 pm, priced at 1,388
yuan. Both rates are subject to
a 15 percent service charge per
person.

Discover Your Halloween
A Halloween-themed dinner
buffet will be held at Renaissance
Beijing Capital Hotel to celebrate
the holiday. The buffet costs 398
yuan and includes a welcome

Pinot Noir lovers can enjoy A
Pinot Noir Night from 6 pm to 9
pm on Oct 30 at Redmoon. The
event features over 50 selections
of ﬁne Pinot Noir by Grand Hyatt
Beijing. The wine-tasting experience will also be complemented
by a tapas-style buffet.
The cost is 195 yuan per person,
plus a 15 percent service charge.
Wine distributors will be available
to give you a deeper introduction into the Pinot of your choice.
Grand Hyatt Beijing’s newly
appointed sommelier Remi Torres,
a highly accomplished sommelier
with a decade of professional
experience, will be on hand to
answer questions.
DONG FANGYU
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LONG-DISTANCE RUNNER’S SAD LOT:

A BAD AIR DAY
A marathon run in thick smog highlights in ironic relief
the plague of air pollution that is choking Chinese cities.

RAYMOND ZHOU
X-RAY

I

’ve always admired sports
enthusiasts for their perseverance, but my envy stopped
on Oct 19 when tens of thousands of them took to the streets for
the annual Beijing marathon.
It was a smoggy day. The level
of PM2.5, particulate matter with a
diameter of 2.5 micrometer or less,
reached an extremely hazardous level of 344 at 8 am when the race started. That was not the worst in recent
weeks, with some days so choked
with dirty air you could hardly see
the buildings across the street, but
the Sunday on which the marathon
was run was obviously unsuitable for
strenuous outdoor activity.
The organizers issued warnings
that anyone who felt ill at ease should
stop immediately, and senior citizens
were discouraged from taking part.
There were 26,000 registered for the
complete 42 kilometers and an additional 6,000 for the 21 km course.
But their tenacity became the
fodder for online ridicule. There
was a joke that the smog was largely
dispersed — with PM2.5 dropping
to about 100 — by early afternoon
because so many people had sucked
it in. This droll piece ends with a calculation that human breathing, while
detrimental to your health, would
not make a dent to the reduction of
smog because 30,000 people acting
as air purifiers would absorb only the
amount of gas emissions from 600
cars covering the same distance.
The organizers were in an awkward spot. They did all they could
to reduce the effects of the smog
— advising runners to breathe with
their nose rather than their mouth,
spraying surrounding areas with
water, etc. But they did not call it
off. With about 40 percent of the
participants from out of town, a
last-minute cancellation would have
affected them more adversely than
it would have affected Beijingers.
Normally, autumn is the best season in the capital. Not only because
of the color of the leaves is it dubbed
golden autumn. But nature is
unpredictable. The absence of wind
coupled with the persistence of fog
wreaks havoc with the city’s weather, or, as gallows humor would have
it, turns the city into a misty-colored
poetic mood with low visibility.
Beijing is as beautiful as the best
setting in the world for running a
marathon if it takes place straight
after a night of strong wind. But
being able to pick such a day is a
cat-and-mouse game, and an event
with the organizational complexity
of a marathon cannot afford such a
game. So ultimately the organizers
are at the mercy of the elements.
While the chorus of lamentation
surfaced online, some turned on the
critics for playing armchair analysts.
The participants were bound by all
kinds of constraints as well, they
said, and could not just decide to stay
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If an event will
obviously do more
harm than good
to the health
of the participants,
it subverts the
ultimate goal.

Thoughts on women’s
safety in China
By SATARUPA BHATTACHARJYA
satarupa@chinadaily.com.cn

China’s streets are famously
safe for women, including foreign
women.
Adult females of all ages can be
seen walking, driving cars and riding bicycles by themselves, even late
into the night.
Such sightings aren’t restricted to
the country’s big cities as personal
accounts of women from smaller
towns suggest.
The all-girl group at bars and
pubs is a common feature in China;

something that is greeted by surprising glances from foreigners,
especially if the visitors come from
culturally conservative societies.
Chinese women can largely afford
both actual safety and its perception, luxuries that women in many
parts of the world don’t have.
Some of the most dangerous
countries for females are marked by
war, ethnic conflicts and religious
intolerance, making women and
children the permanent “collateral”.
But barring those, if we were to
talk about random street crimes,
then there’s India, the United States

away. Many had prepared for a year
or more, and some had obligations to
fulfill. I have a friend whose participation was sponsored by advertisers,
so in a sense he had no choice. Next
time he should have it in the contract
that he be given the right to opt out
on the grounds of air pollution.
Anyway, one mark of progress
is transparency — and here I am
obviously not talking about the
air. The public was given updated
information on the level of pollution, and that allows them to
make a better-informed choice on

whether they should run. Still, peer
pressure could play a role here. One
Chinese university has reportedly
registered 6,000 participants for a
marathon and anyone dropping out
would be likely to lose face in front
of schoolmates. But the entrants are
all adults, so they ought to be able to
take responsibility for themselves.
The harshest criticism relates to
the purpose of sports. A marathon
race, many critics argue, is to promote physical fitness through exercise, and if an event will obviously
do more harm than good to the

health of the participants, it subverts
the ultimate goal.
Indeed there were participants
who had hoped the race would be
canceled, among them my friend. I
imagine official cancellation would
have freed him from his sponsorship obligations. He said he would
stay away next time PM2.5 rises
above 200. However, he did not buy
into the macabre scenario that some
online pessimists painted.
Others contend that smog
should be treated as an occupational
hazard, just as injury is to a football

and the United Kingdom, among
places that witness some of the
world’s highest incidents of sex
attacks. In India’s case, the brutality
of a 23-year-old woman’s gang rape
in 2012 left the world outraged.
At the time I was in New Delhi,
where the assault had taken place,
and you could sense the fear that
gripped the city – women were
scared, really scared.
Perhaps that’s why my Indian,
other Asian and Western friends,
who live in China frequently talk
about “how safe it is to be a woman
here”.
Annoyingly though, of late, a
few reports on disappeared women
have emerged in the Chinese media.
Gao Qiuxi, a 19-year-old female
student from Nanjing in eastern
China’s Jiangsu province, went missing on Aug 12. A month later police

said that she had been robbed and
killed on that day. In the past three
months, some disappearances or
sexual assaults were reported from
other cities too.
The incidents also generated
comments in the country’s social
media, with many users saying that
Chinese women have taken their
safety for granted.
In the light of the reports, security
officials have urged women to not
be complacent. Police recently held
a self-defense class for students at
the Beijing Film Academy, saying
that more would likely follow elsewhere.
Experiences of fighting gender
crimes in India, for instance, show
that it doesn’t hurt women to learn a
few moves against sexual predators.
Last week, judges at the Supreme
People’s Court were quoted by

newspapers as cautioning young
females against easily trusting
strangers, especially on the Internet,
after coming across cases of women
being kidnapped, defrauded, murdered or raped by people they had
met online.
A Chinese woman in her 30s,
who teaches Mandarin to foreigners
in Beijing, says: “My female friends
and I need to be careful.”
Law enforcers have asked women
to avoid boarding “black cabs”, a
tempting proposition for partygoers
on weekend nights, when it is difficult to find licensed taxis in some
parts of Beijing at least.
The unregistered taxis usually
charge more money to ferry passengers and are difficult to track down
in the event of a crime.
There’s also been a surge in the
sale of self-protection tools such as

player. You are aware of its damage
but you go into it anyway. Besides,
the exact damage from running
42 km, with or without precautions such as masks, is difficult to
gauge accurately and will not show
up immediately — apart, perhaps,
from a dry cough or two.
But this year’s Beijing marathon
did serve to highlight this environmental problem better than any
awareness campaign. A constant
stream of real-time on-site photos
from the race, with white masks
dotting the foreground and a haze
looming enveloping everyone, present a surreal image for a hazard that
has been plaguing the country, and
Beijing in particular.
While fog is natural, the three
major components of smog are manmade. Experts say that gas emissions
from coal burning and motor vehicles, plus dust, form the backbone
of the city’s air pollution. There is no
easy cure, and Beijing will be unable
to solve the problem alone. Hebei
province, which surrounds the city,
is heavily industrial, and some of its
cities are even more polluted.
Now that the sources of smog
have been identified, policymakers need to taken action to tackle
them. And they have, or are starting
to. For example, Hebei pledged to
reduce its steel production by 20
percent in five years. That entails
the loss of 140 billion yuan ($23 billion). And that is just one area out
of many. With such big stakes, local
governments obviously have to
weigh the costs against the benefits.
But any complete cost-benefit
analysis has to take into account
the harder-to-gauge cost to health
and comfort. One may be able to
attribute a sudden bout of cough to
a particularly bad smoggy day, but
causes of many illnesses are almost
impossible to quantify. (Attempts
are being made, though, including
one runner who carried a gadget
that simulated human breathing.)
Someone who inhaled too much
smoggy air may not suffer from the
consequences until decades later
when his health starts failing earlier
than it otherwise would.
As for comfort, nobody can tally
the value of a blue sky, fresh air and
the scent of flowers. Usually one is
unaware how precious these things
are until they are gone. Speaking of
comfort, solving air pollution is not
just the government’s responsibility, it
is everyone’s. Driving may be a thing
of comfort compared with squeezing
onto buses and subway trains, but it
results in more PM2.5 emissions. So,
the trick is in the balance.
Ideally, environmental costs
should be curtailed even as the
economy is taking off. That could
be too much of a luxury for most
places. It is too late to cry over
spilled milk, but now we have
reached another crucial stage, a
threshold so to speak, across which
will be the point of no return. This
year’s Beijing marathon is an acute
reminder of how things will go on
if we fail to muster the courage and
tackle the problem head on.
Contact the author at
raymondzhou@chinadaily.com.cn

pepper sprays and loud alarms on
tabao.com, China’s largest online
retailer, since September, media
reports say.
“Some Chinese women also
become victims because they’re
conned by men who pretend to be
rich,” says a veteran male journalist.
Safeguard tips for young female
students being circulated in educational institutions include keeping
parents informed of one’s location
and being escorted by a male, if possible.
Feminists would argue that
women are the face of transition in
modern China and will want to stay
independent not just monetarily
but physically too, without restrictions on their clothing, movement
or social practices.
But then, others observe, “better
safe than sorry”, even if it’s a cliché.
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P

eople attending the ongoing
show Encore Wutai Mountain
can get lost as soon as they
enter the theater. They don’t
walk into the auditorium —
they walk into a winding space
that evokes the bedroom of your childhood,
the classroom of high school and the dor
mitory at college, with the repeated record
ings of parents’ reminders, teachers’ words
and conversations between firsttime lov
ers.
At the end of the lane, audience members
find themselves in a bustling community
where all of those everyday scenes of life are
acted out: trivial quarrels with a spouse,
criticism from a boss, parents scolding kids
or struggling to care for dying parents in a
hospital.
When the lights come full on, the audi
ence finds itself on the stage, surrounded by
the settings and performers. Then they will
be guided offstage into the auditorium.
“You walk through your life with hun
dreds of problems, and now you come to
Wutai Mountain and wish the Buddha
would give you some answers or inspira
tion,” says director Wang Chaoge. That, she
says, is the inspiration for the unexpected
way of entering the show.
She says she came to the mountain last
year with the question of how to create the
show. She stayed there for about nine
months, visiting many temples, reading the
history and legends of the mountain, and
asking head monks for advice. After putting
in her own thoughts as well, she says people
in the audience must now find their own
answers from the show.
Located in North China’s Shanxi prov
ince, Wutai is one of the four sacred Bud
dhist mountains in the country, seen as the

THEATER

OF LIFE
An interactive entrance and everyman’s
quest for enlightment turn a play at
Wutai Mountain into a journey of
selfdiscovery, Chen Jie
reports in Shanxi.

You walk through your life with
hundreds of problems, and now
you come to Wutai Mountain
and wish the Buddha would give
you some answers or inspira
tion.”
WANG CHAOGE

Contact the writer at
chenjie@chinadaily.com.cn

DIRECTOR OF ENCORE WUTAI MOUNTAIN

global center for the worship of Manjusri
(known as Wenshu in China), an avatar of
the Buddha who represents transcendent
wisdom. Once there were more than 120
temples; 47 now remain, including
Foguang Temple of the Tang Dynasty (618
907) and Shuxiang Temple of Ming Dynasty
(13681644). It was declared a UNESCO
World Heritage Site in 2009.
Shanxi province is known for its coal
industry. In order to promote its culture,
the leaders commissioned Wang, who is
among Chin’s top directors of tourist
shows, to create productions for the prov
ince.
Wang’s previous productions were all
staged in the open in southern China, but in
the north, it’s impractical to run openair
shows in late autumn and winter.
Her first production in Shanxi was
Encore Pingyao. Pingyao was a financial
center of China during the Qing Dynasty
(16441911) and is now a wellpreserved
ancient town. The theater is composed of
two parts: one like a film studio with
ancient streets, shops, courtyards and per
formers; the other a stage and auditorium
setting.

In a prologue to the show, the audience
first walked through the “streets” and inter
acted with the performers, to experience
what the area was like hundreds of years
ago. Then they were guided into the audito
rium to watch the ending of the story.
At Wutai Mountain, Wang continues that
approach but the stage is bigger (131 by 75
by 21.5 meters), and both the stage and
auditorium can revolve.
That’s thanks to the collaboration
between Wang and architect Zhu Xiaodi,
head of Beijing Institute of Architectural
Design.
The two first met casually in 2010, when
both of them presented works at the Venice
Biennale. Last year, Wang met quite a few
architects to exchange ideas about the new
theater at Wutai Mountain.
Wang wanted a theater that “matched
the environment of the mountain, with no
rigid shape, that allowed sound and move
ment”.
“All the architects I talked with thought I
was crazy, that I knew nothing about archi
tecture. But when I explained my idea to
Zhu, in just 10 minutes, he sketched out a
building and said to me, ‘This is maybe
what you want’.”
It was, in fact, exactly what she wanted:
“What you see now in the valley of the
mountains is a shape of sevenfolding vol
umes of Buddhist classics,” Wang says.
She calls it Campanula Palace because
thousands of bells shaped like the blos
soms, commonly known as bellflowers,
hang under the eaves, carry the sound of
the theater far away.
“Wutai Mountain is a treasure trove of
Chinese Buddhist temple halls and palaces.
It’s not wise to simply copy a traditionally
styled building. I decided to create a con
temporary architecture that would not look
bizarre in the environment,” says Zhu, add
ing that stones taken from the mountain
were the major material used.
The architect says it’s the first time he has
been commissioned to design a theater spe
cially for a performance. “I had not expect
ed that I would be deeply involved in the
show before it started —I’m part of the crew
staff,” he says, revealing that Wang has
invited him to continue their collaboration
in Wang’s next project, Encore Malacca, her
first show abroad.
Encore Wutai Mountain is staged daily at
the Campanula Palace.
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(Above) Campanula Palace, in which Encore Wutai Mountain is staged, was built in the shape of sevenfolding volumes of Buddhist
classics. (Below) Both the stage and auditorium can revolve.

Wang Liang comes home to the oboe
By CHEN NAN
chennan@chinadaily.com.cn

Wang Liang clearly remembers a story
that his late oboe teacher, John de Lanc
ie, the former principal oboist of the
Philadelphia Orchestra, told him years
ago.
In 1945, De Lancie, then 24, and the
principal oboist of the Pittsburgh Sym
phony, was posted in the village of Gar
mischPartenkirchen, Germany, as a
soldier toward the end of World War II.
During one of his visits to Richard
Strauss’ home, he asked the German
composer if he had ever considered writ
ing an oboe concerto. Strauss, then 81,
said no. But six months later, Strauss fin
ished the Oboe Concerto in D Major, and
the autograph of his score read: “Oboe
Concerto 1945 suggested by an Ameri
can soldier.”
Wang, 36, is now the principal oboist of
the New York Philharmonic Orchestra.
The
ChineseAmerican
performed
Strauss’ oboe concerto with the Qingdao
Symphony Orchestra under the baton of
conductor Zhang Guoyong during the
ongoing Beijing Music Festival, to loud
applause from the audience at the Beijing
Concert Hall on Oct 18.
“With the story from my teacher, I have
never felt so close to a great composer,”
says Wang, who also performed two other
Strauss pieces, Serenade in E flat major for
chamber orchestra and Symphony No 1 in
D minor for large orchestra. Both works
were completed by Strauss when he was
16.
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Wang Liang (left), principal oboist of the New York Philharmonic Orchestra, performs at
the Beijing Music Festival.

They were performed in China for the
first time. The three works trace Strauss’
career, Wang says. In 2006, Wang became
the youngest principal oboist for the New
York Philharmonic.
According to Tu Song, program direct
or of the Beijing Music Festival, Chinese
audiences aren’t familiar with Strauss,
nor the flutelike oboe.
“For most Chinese audiences, the oboe
score from the ballet Swan Lake is the
most they know,” says Tu. “We want to
offer them a chance to know more about
oboe works.”
Compared to wind instruments, Chi

nese audiences are more familiar with
the piano and violin, also because China
has some musicians who play them inter
nationally, he says, adding that seeing
Wang’s success, young Chinese musicians
may aspire to become oboists.
After 10 years with the New York Phil
harmonic, Wang is a busy man. Besides
four concerts each week with the
orchestra, he also teaches at the Man
hattan School of Music and New York
University.
In the past few years, he has worked
with a few Chinese symphony orchestras.
He described his collaboration with the

Qingdao Symphony Orchestra as a
“homecoming”.
Born in Qingdao in eastern China’s
Shandong province, Wang grew up listen
ing to a lot of music: His mother was a
singer and his uncle an oboist for the
Qingdao Symphony Orchestra.
He learned to play the oboe at 7.
“My apartment is like a factory, which
is scattered with tools. The difference
between a good reed and a bad one makes
all the difference,” Wang says of his pas
sion to also make an oboe.
Wang entered the Central Conservato
ry of Music in Beijing when he was 13, and
later received a full scholarship to study
at the Idyllwild Arts Academy in Califor
nia.
In 2003, he graduated from the prestig
ious Curtis Institute of Music in Philadel
phia, where he was taught by Richard
Woodhams, the principal oboist for the
Philadelphia Orchestra.
After struggling to find a job in the
United States, Wang caught a break with
the San Francisco Ballet Orchestra. Hav
ing already played for a symphony
orchestra, he auditioned for the Metro
politan Opera Orchestra and the New
York Philharmonic in 2006, and was
accepted as principal oboist by both.
“New York had always been my dream
city. I love the energy there,” says Wang,
whose apartment is near the Lincoln Cen
ter, close to the New York Philharmonic
compound.
The New York Philharmonic will per
form in Shanghai for the first time next
summer.
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The Good Person of Szechuan, directed by
Chinese avantgarde director Meng
Jinghui, will run in China from Oct 29.

Meng challenges
audiences with
Brecht’s play
By CHEN JIE
chenjie@chinadaily.com.cn

A Chinese director pulls together a cast of
Australian actors to perform a German play
in English. It would attract theatergoers in
any of their home countries, and soon audi
ences in Beijing and Shanghai will get their
turn to see it.
The Good Person of Szechuan by Bertolt
Brecht, coproduced by Melbourne’s Mal
thouse Theater and Chinese avantgarde
director Meng Jinghui, premiered in Melb
ourne in July and will run at the National
Theater of China from Oct 29 to Nov 1, as
part of the Beijing International Theater
Festival. It will be presented at the Shanghai
International Arts Festival on Nov 4 and 5.
Meng, 50, was invited to present his trade
mark work, Rhinoceros in Love, at the Melb
ourne International Arts Festival in 2011.
Marion Potts, Malthouse Theater’s artistic
director, was impressed by it and initiated a
coproduction. Meng saw an exciting chal
lenge in this play, as he had never done
Brecht’s work.
The gods come down to Earth to find
out if there is a good person in Szechuan
(Sichuan). It turns out that only Shen Te,
the kindhearted prostitute, offers them
shelter. The gods give her a reward: a
chance to open a small tobacco store. But
it seems she cannot survive just by her
goodness. She has to develop an alter ego
— her pushy male cousin, Shui Ta — to run
it efficiently. Then, of course, things get
interesting.
Set in the Sichuan of his imagination,
Brecht (18981956) wrote the story in Fin
land in 1943 after fleeing Nazi Germany.
As a Marxist playwright, Brecht wrote it as
an indictment of both fascism and the
capitalism he saw that rewarded selfin
terest and deceit while pure goodness can
not survive.
“Politics, education and entertainment
are all part of Brecht’s complexity,’’ Meng
says, adding that he chose the play because
its exploration of good and bad, virtue and
vice, exploitation and poverty, is relevant
even today.
“It’s a universal theme that makes it rel
evant to a broad audience,” says Meng, a
rock star of China’s theater scene. “No
matter if you are in Melbourne or Beijing,
Berlin or Tokyo, you can appreciate
Brecht’s moral fable.”
Meng paints his surrealist Sichuan as a
dark and drugaddled cesspit and his
adaptation is an “even darker and more
violent” version of Brecht’s already bleak
tale. He said no to “obvious Chinese props,
declining even to put Sichuan’s famous
hotpot on the stage.
“Yes, materialism is rampant and young
people in China today are far more indi
vidualistic. But the message I want to give
is that money is not important but that the
future is.”
The cast is extraordinary, he says. ‘‘They
have good imagination, an amazing ener
gy and they use it very well.”
Portraying Shen Te is Australia’s bur
lesque queen Moira Finucane.
This is the first play she has done since
1991. At the time, Finucane had been
working in federal politics. Trained as an
environmental scientist, she was testing
new ground. She sees this return to thea
ter as pushing boundaries in the heady
world of burlesque.
The main challenge is the language.
Meng’s English is not strong, and the cast
doesn’t speak Mandarin.
“But as long as everyone is clear on the
big directions, the big vision, problems are
solved one by one,” he says.
Shen Lin, a professor at the Central
Academy of Drama, is eager to see Meng’s
work.
“It’s risky to stage Brecht, who is a com
plicated combination of thoughts and
entertainment. Meng is certainly the kind
of person who would like to take risks,
does not fear failure and is committed to
taking things to the edge,” says Shen.
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City vows
to expand
trade ties
on historic
passage

By ZHENG CAIXIONG
zhengcaixiong@chinadaily.com.cn

O

rganizers from the 21st
Century Maritime Silk
Road International Fair
are pinning much hope
on the upcoming event to be able to
play a big part in further expanding
economic cooperation between the
southern province and nations and
regions along the Maritime Silk Road.
According to Liu Xiaojie, deputy
director of the organizing committee
of the fair, the event will offer a good
platform and a golden opportunity for
Guangdong to enhance Sino-foreign
economic ties and strategic cooperation with the nations and regions along
the ancient maritime trade route.
Insiders have forecast the total trade
volume of agreements reached during
the fair will surpass 100 billion yuan
($16. 34 billion).
“Guangdong province, which
has become one of the country’s
economic powerhouses, should
further diversify its world markets,
instead of relying too much on the
markets of developed countries
and regions, and the province has
a long history of foreign trade with the
nations and regions along the ancient
Maritime Silk Road,” Liu said.
Liu said agreements on a number
of trade, tourism and culture projects
are expected during the fair to help
promote economic cooperation and
cultural links between Guangdong
and the nations along the Maritime
Silk Road.
Wu Jun, secretary-general of the
organizing committee, said Guangdong has the historic, geographic,
trading and cultural advantages to
organize the first International Fair of
the 21st Century Maritime Silk Road.
“Guangdong, which was an important starting point for the ancient maritime trade route, is the right place
to organize such an international
fair,” Wu said.
“The countries and regions
along the Maritime Silk Road,
particularly the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations, are
usually prime destinations for
Guangdong products.”
The province, which borders
the Hong Kong and Macao special administrative regions, has
established very close economic
and trade ties with the nations
and regions along the ancient
trade route since ancient dynasties, as Guangzhou, the provincial
capital used to be the only trade
port open to the outside world in
those days, Wu said.
The province has also been
an important window of China’s
reform and opening drive and
an economic engine for the past
three decades.
Guangdong, which has the
country’s longest coastline, has
also established many international sea routes with the rest of
the world, Wu said.

By ZHENG CAIXIONG

Fair expected to expand links
along maritime Silk Road
Above: State-of-the-art
robots made by the Lung
Cheong Group, a local
Dongguan firm. The upcoming
21st Century Maritime Silk
Road International Fair will
showcase such leading hightech products.

‘‘

Guangdong, which was
an important starting
point for the ancient
maritime trade route,
is the right place
to organize such an
international fair.”
WU JUN
SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE
ORGANIZING COMMITTEE

The province now has five registered 100-million-ton deepwater ports. The cargo handling
capacity of Yantian Port in the
Shenzhen special economic zone
reached 11.8 million TEUs (twenty-foot equivalent units) in 2013,
the highest on the mainland and
fourth highest in the world.
“Last year, the cargo handling
capacity of Guangdong ports hit
1.5 billion tons,” Wu said.
China has exported more than
$1 trillion worth of products via
agreements made during the China Import and Export Fair since the
biggest trade event was first held in
Guangzhou in 1957.
Guangdong has been the country’s
largest foreign trader for decades and
the province’s annual foreign trade volume represents more than one-fourth
of the country’s total, Wu said.
“Guangdong annually sells a large
number of electronic products, home
appliances, gifts and ornaments, garments, shoes, caps, food and beverages
to ASEAN, while the southern prov-

ince imports plenty of raw materials,
rubber, fruits and other agricultural
products from ASEAN,” Wu said.
The coastal Guangdong province,
known for its brisk business industry
since ancient times, has been a trade
hub for centuries.
Zhang Ke, deputy mayor of Dongguan, said his city government would
spare no effort to expand economic
ties and cultural links with the nations
and regions along the Maritime Silk
Road in the coming years.
“Dongguan will further upgrade
its cooperation with the nations and
regions along the Maritime Silk Road,
as such cooperation benefits both
sides,” Zhang told a group of journalists from those nations and regions
early this year.
He urged the companies in his
city to grasp the golden opportunity to expand cooperation with their
counterparts along the Maritime
Silk Road during the International
Fair of the 21st Century Maritime
Silk Road.
Located at the mouth of the Pearl

River, Dongguan, home to a myriad
of foreign-funded companies and
joint ventures, therefore became
the host city of the fair, which aims
to help promote Sino-foreign cooperation and cultural links.

By ZHENG CAIXIONG

The city of Dongguan is ready for
the opening of the International Fair of
the 21st Century Maritime Silk Road,
according to Liu Xiaojie, deputy director of the organizing committee.
The event, which will take place
in Houjie township in the city of
Dongguan, known as “factory of
the world” in Guangdong province,
from Oct 31 through Nov 2, will
display new and high-tech products from countries along the Maritime Silk Road and from renowned
Guangdong firms, Liu said.
The opening day will only be
for professional buyers while the
remaining two days will be open to
the public.
“Commercial federations and
enterprises from 34 nations and
regions have promised to attend the

‘‘

Commercial federations and enterprises
from 34 nations and
regions have promised
to attend the event.
Meanwhile, 15 friendly
organizations from 12
countries and six delegations of sister cities
from three countries
will also participate.”
LIU XIAOJIE
DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF THE ORGANIZING COMMITTEE OF THE INTERNATIONAL FAIR OF THE 21ST MARITIME
SILK ROAD

event. Meanwhile, 15 friendly organizations from 12 countries and six
delegations of sister cities from three
countries will also participate,” Liu told
a press conference in Guangzhou, the
capital of Guangdong province, early
this month.
About 87 percent of the countries
and regions that lie along the Maritime Silk Road will also attend the
three-day fair.
Various foreign enterprises have
applied for 2,536 booths, exceeding
expectations by 26.8 percent. Fortune 500 companies, such as Samsung and LG from South Korea,
will also attend the event to seek the
expansion of cooperation with local
companies.
Liu said two exhibition areas will
be set aside for special and competitive products from Guangdong, one
of China’s economic powerhous-

es, to showcase the achievements
of cooperation that Guangdong
and participating countries have
achieved in the tourism industry in
recent years.
Guangdong will also seek to
establish airline cooperation agreements with East Asia, South Asia,
Middle East and African countries,
especially South Korea, India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Saudi Arabi and
Ethiopia, during the event.
Compared with similar international fairs in China, this will be
the first to define transportation
and port logistics cooperation with
other countries, Liu said.
“In addition to promoting the
history of Guangdong’s trade and
cultural links with countries along
the ancient maritime trade route,
the event will also focus on promoting cross-border e-commerce,”

24

international sea
routes

with an annual cargo handling
capacity of more than 100 million
tons last year.

$17.9
billion

Dongguan’s annual foreign trade
volume

The 21st Century Maritime Silk
Road International Fair
msr-expo.pinewer.com/cn/
Date: Oct 31 - Nov 2
Venue: GD Modern International Exhibition Center, Dongguan, Guangdong, China

Dongguan well-prepared for international stage
A view of Humen port in Dongguan. Located in the center of the Pearl River Delta region, the port is among the national-level ones in China.

A senior official from
Dongguan has promised to
open wider to the outside
world and further expand
economic ties with the
nations and regions along
the ancient Maritime Silk
Road in the years ahead.
Xu Jianhua, Party secretary
of Dongguan, has required
the relevant departments
in his city to expand their
cooperation and exchanges
with their foreign counterparts and to further upgrade
Dongguan’s opening standards.
“Dongguan should grasp
the opportunity of hosting
the International Fair of the
21st Century Maritime Silk
Road to improve the city’s
comprehensive competitiveness and demonstrate Dongguan’s reputation at home
and abroad,” Xu said.
He advised business people
in the city to spare no effort
to advance their cooperation
with overseas partners from
those nations and regions
during the fair.

PHOTOS PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

Liu said.
“Related forums, special lectures
and exhibitions will be organized
during the event to discuss the
trend of development of cross-border e-commerce and the possibility
of economic cooperation expansion,” Liu said
“The event also provides a discussion platform for scholars, experts
and senior business executives to
share their opinions and exchange
views on the construction of the
21st Century Maritime Silk Road,
which is expected to be able to help
boost economic development for
the countries and regions along
the Maritime Silk Road.”
Liu said senior leaders from
those countries and regions
would also attend the seminar to
discuss further economic cooperation and growth.

“Meanwhile, Dongguan
will seize the opportunity
to construct the city into a
pioneer city of the 21st Maritime Silk Road and boost the
city’s development of science
and technology,” Xu said.
To this end, the city will give
priority to the development of
port and logistics industries
to further cooperation with
those nations and regions, the
official said.
Dongguan has unique
advantages in expanding its
economic cooperation with
them.
Located at the mouth of the
Pearl River, the city now has
24 international sea routes,
with an annual cargo handling
capacity of more than 100 million tons last year.
Dongguan will also explore
new cooperation fields to help
the city upgrade its traditional
industrial structure of textiles,
garments, toys and papermaking industries, through the
expansion of its cooperation
with offshore countries and
regions.
Already one of China’s
major foreign traders, the
city plans further expand its
foreign trade with the nations
and regions along the Maritime Silk Road.
Dongguan’s foreign trade
with those regions has witnessed rapid development in
recent years, with its annual
foreign trade volume reaching $17.9 billion last year, representing 3.3 percent of the
country’s total.
The city has also established representative offices
in Malaysia, Indonesia and
the United Arab Emirates
in recent years. The city also
signed 49 cooperative projects
valued at more than $3.4 billion with Vietnam, Malaysia
and Singapore in April.
Meanwhile, the Dongguan city government will
also expand cultural cooperation and exchanges with
the nations and regions along
the Maritime Silk Road in the
future.
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7% ‘new
norm’ for
expansion

Amway
planning
national
network
of centers
By WANG ZHUOQIONG
wangzhuoqiong@
chinadaily.com.cn

Think tank says economy started on
two-year shift to lower GDP growth
By LAN LAN
lanlan@chinadaily.com.cn

A leading State think tank
said on Friday that China’s
annual growth target will be
around 7 percent in 2015, in
line with economists’ forecasts that the country’s economic
slowdown
will
continue next year.
Gross domestic
POLICY product is expected
to expand 7.4 percent in the fourth quarter, from
a five-year low of 7.3 percent in
the third quarter, said Yu Bin,
director of research for the
department of macroeconomic
Research at the Development
Research Center of the State
Council, China’s cabinet.
That result would give the
country a full-year growth rate
of 7.4 percent, lower than its
annual target of 7.5 percent.
Yu said maintaining China’s
macro policies would be beneficial to its economic restructuring, but plans for fiscal or
monetary stimulus should still
be prepared in case of any
sharp economic slump in a
short term.
“China’s economy could
maintain an average annual
growth rate of around 7 percent,” said Yu, dismissing concerns that the world’s secondlargest economy may face a
hard landing.
Nomura’s China Stress
Index, a gauge of economic
hard-landing risks published
on Friday, averaged 101.2 in the
third quarter, down from 101.4
in the second quarter, which
remains relatively high.
The crackdown on shadow
banking activities, moderating
inflation, economic rebalancing and property prices easing
were factors driving down the
index, it said.
Yu described the next two
years as a “window period” in
which China would shift steadily toward a new “normal economic state”.
Two old economic boosters
— the heavy chemicals industry and the real estate sector —
have reached their peak, he
said, and greater tolerance to

slipping growth will allow the
economy to explore new drivers for sustainable growth.
The latest property industry
figures, published on Friday
by the National Bureau of Statistics, showed new home prices dropped in 69 of the 70
cities in September from
August, one more city than in
August.
Yu predicted that property
sales are likely to rebound in
coming months as easing of
property curbs and mortgage
rules for consumers who have
paid off existing loans gradually have an impact on the market. Home sales slipped 11
percent in the first nine
months of this year.
Investment in the real
estate sector, however, will
continue to slide in the fourth
quarter, dragging the nation’s
annual investment growth to
around 15 percent, from 16.1
percent in the first nine
months, he said.
The real estate sector
accounts for around onequarter of China’s total
investment, with the manufacturing sector and infrastructure
facilities
accounting for one-third and
one-fifth, respectively.
Yu said imports and consumption will maintain steady
annual growth of 6 percent
and 10.8 percent, respectively.
Xu Hongcai, director of the
information department at the
China Center for International
Economic Exchanges, called
slower investment growth “a
major contributor to current
economic slowdown”.
Takehiko Nakao, president
of the Asian Development
Bank, on Thursday encouraged more use of local government bond issues to fund
planned structural reforms,
including the government’s
new urbanization strategy.
He said there is also a need
to reform inter-governmental fiscal relations to better
assign responsibilities for
public services provision and
allocate revenues between
the central and other levels
of local governments.
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Tim Cook, chief executive officer of Apple Inc, and Qian Yingyi, dean of Tsinghua University School of Economics and
Management, attend a Tsinghua Management Global Forum in Beijing on Thursday.

Cook: Time ripe for all Apple
products to enter China market
By XINHUA

Apple Inc Chief Executive
Officer Tim Cook said he
hopes to adapt all of Apple's
developments to work for the
Chinese market, which he
describes as a "key market"
for the tech giant.
Cook made
TELECOM the remark
before ending
his four-day China visit,
which started on Tuesday.
Apple announced its latest
models of the iPhone on Sept
9. Initial 24-hour pre-orders
surpassed 4 million, far
beyond the company's expectations.
China, however, had a
delayed release while waiting for the Ministry of Industry
and
Information
Technology to issue a network access license to the
new iPhone on Sept 30.
China United Network
Communications Group Co
Ltd, one of the nation’s three
leading telecom operators,
said that its online pre-orders
exceeded 600,000 two hours

JIN LIWANG / XINHUA

TIM COOK
APPLE INC CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

after it opened the service.
The iPhone 6 and iPhone 6
Plus hit the Chinese mainland market on Oct 17.
Cook did not disclose the
latest sales of these models
but said he was "really happy with how things were
going".
Apple's
third-quarter
earnings decreased in the
region comprising the Chinese mainland, Kong Kong,
Taiwan and Macao, which
was attributed to the delayed
launch of the iPhone 6 in
China and insufficient inventory. Analysts expect a dramatic rebound in the current
quarter, driven by huge
demand for a "bigger modern smartphone", as Cook
describes it.

Cook's ambition, however,
does not rest on the iPhone.
He has been advocating
Apple Pay, a mobile payment
service, and Apple Watch
long before they will reach
the China market.
"We want to bring Apple
Pay to China," he said. "I'm
convinced there will be
enough people that want to
use it. It's going to be successful."
He said he wants to understand the necessary steps to
bring Apple Pay to China
before he asks local networks, banks and merchants
to work together to make it
happen.
Apple's market share in
China was 16 percent in the
first five months of the year,

compared with Samsung
Electronics Co's 23 percent
and Xiaomi Corp’s 21 percent,
according to Kantar Worldpanel ComTech.
High-end iPhones, however, may imply customers
are from the country's growing middle class, who are
most likely to become users
of Apple Pay and Apple
Watch.
"China is a really key market for us," said Cook. "Everything we do, we are going to
work it here. Apple Pay is on
the top of the list."
Cook said prospects for
Apple Watch are "enormous"
because it is so rich with possibilities that even people
from Apple who have been
conceptualizing it for three
years have not thought of all
the possibilities.
"We are going to wonder
how we ever lived without it,"
said Cook.
"That's the real test of a
great product: you wonder
how you lived without it. And
I think that's going to happen
to the Apple Watch."

Sony taps high-end segment for growth
By WU YIYAO in Shanghai
wuyiyao@chinadaily.com.cn

Yu Bin, director of research for the department of macroeconomic
Research at the Development Research Center, said on Friday the
next two years will be a “window period” in which China would
shift steadily toward a new “normal economic state”.

China is a really key market for us ...
Everything we do, we are going to
work it here. Apple Pay is on the top
of the list."

Sony Corp Ltd is altering
its growth strategy for China
to focus on the high-end
market and younger consume
ENTERTAINMENT rs, its
President and Chief Executive
Officer Kazuo Hirai said in
Shanghai on Friday.
He said its entertainment
arm will be the pillar of its
business in China, and the
Japanese electronics giant’s
best-seller PlayStation 4

40

percent
Expected growth of sales of
Sony’s music player Walkman
series of products in China
this year

will be introduced to the
market soon.
Sony is creating a joint
venture with Shanghai Oriental Pearl (Group) Co Ltd,
based in China (Shanghai)
Pilot Free Trade Zone, in
preparation of the PlayStation’s arrival.

Andrew House, president
and group chief executive
officer of Sony Computer
Entertainment, said the venture will be responsible for
the
production,
sales,
research and development of
the hardware and software
for PlayStation gaming consoles.
More than 10 million
PlayStation 4s had been sold
by the end of August,
according to House. But he
gave no details on how the
products will be priced, or
when it will be introduced
to China.

Sony Corp’s combined
sales revenue hit $74.5 billion in the financial year
ending March 31, 2014.
Nobuki Kurita, president of
Sony (China) Co Ltd, said
the new strategy and the
new products would help
solidify and strengthen China as the main contributor
to the company’s overall
growth.
Kurita said Sony’s music
player Walkman series of
products are expected to
see sales grow by a record
40 percent in China this
year.

Amway Corp, the world’s
largest direct selling company, on Friday opened its
first experience center in
Shanghai as part of its
efforts to further expand its
presence in China.
The company said the
new center will play a big
role in upgrading its image,
branding and provide more
transparency and understanding in connecting
with customers.
The center, located in the
central business district of
Shanghai and covering
7,500 square meters, was
designed by architects from
South Korea. It features
high-tech and green-style
immersion experiences of
various business units of
Amway.
The retailer plans to set
up a similar center in
Shenzhen in South China’s Guangdong province
later this year and another
one in Beijing next year.
More centers could be
opened in other big cities
to upgrade the company’s
traditional shops that
mostly offer transactions
with distributors.
The next generation of
Amway shops will be
upgraded to serve as the
branding, culture and communication unit of the company, it said.
Doug DeVos, president of
Amway, who is slated to
take over as the new president of the World Federation of Direct Selling
Association next month,
said his main agenda will be
to make the direct selling
business more transparent
and widespread.
About 50 direct selling
companies have got licenses to conduct businesses in
China and there are growing expectations that they
would soon be connected
through an industry association.
He said the global direct
selling industry has been
growing steadily. “Our
efforts would be to promote
the industry, build transparency and make everybody understand the direct
selling business,” said
DeVos.
Though direct selling is
in essence a simple business, there are still lots of
misunderstandings, said
Devos, adding that companies must simplify their
messaging and enhance
innovation and creativity
to further improve the
quality of their products
and customer experiences, especially in markets
where direct selling is relatively new.
The
Michigan,
US-based company posted
sales of about $11.8 billion
last year.

Analysts see limited sectoral impact from ‘through train’ delay
By LI XIANG
lixiang@chinadaily.com.cn

The delay of the much-anticipated stock trading link
between Shanghai and Hong
Kong has become a certainty,
but analysts see
EQUITIES limited impact
on the Chinese
equity market.
The start of the ShanghaiHong Kong Stock Connect will
miss the widely assumed date
of next Monday, given that the
China Securities Regulatory

Commission
made
no
announcement on the progress
of the program during Friday’s
regular news conference.
The regulator announced on
Friday modification of a regulation on shareholders’ voting
rights, which help clear policy
contradiction between the
mainland and Hong Kong. The
modified regulation will allow
shareholders of stocks under
the Stock Connect program to
express their opinions and are
not limited to approval, disapproval or abstention.

Analysts said the delay
reflects regulators’ concern
that there should be sufficient
preparation to assure a smooth
launch of the program.
Some saw the delay as having little impact on the markets
because institutional investors
are likely to take a wait-and-see
attitude toward the program
even after it starts.
“Most of our long-only fund
clients are not concerned
about the possible delay, as
they were not planning to or
not able to join the Stock Con-

nect program from the very
beginning for various reasons”, Japan-based Nomura
Securities International Inc
said in a report.
Li Daxiao, chief economist at
Yingda Securities Co Ltd, said
that some foreign institutions
might need additional time to
prepare for the program.
Other analysts said the delay
may cause frustration and disappointment in the markets in
the short term. The Shanghai
Composite Index declined by
1.64 percent, the biggest week-

ly loss since March.
“Hedge fund clients seem
more concerned about the
starting date of the Stock Connect as they are more eager to
trade A shares via the program,” Nomura said.
Earlier media reports said
that the Asia Securities
Industry & Financial Markets
Association had asked the
Hong Kong stock regulator to
delay the launch on the
request of some banks and
asset managers.
It cited concerns over uncer-

tainties involving program
rules, technical issues and tax
policies. It also asked for its
members to be given a month’s
notice before the launch.
Some institutional investors expect the launch of the
program to be delayed to early
November or December.
But Charles Li, chief executive of Hong Kong Exchanges
& Clearing Ltd, said that investors should not read much into
the timing of the program.
Announced by Premier Li
Keqiang in April, the cross-bor-

der trading program has been
seen as a milestone in the opening of China’s capital markets.
It will allow international
investors to trade selected
Shanghai-listed A shares via
Hong Kong with a daily trading quota of 10.5 billion yuan
($1.72 billion).
Chinese mainland investors
will also be able to trade Hong
Kong-listed H shares with a
daily quota of 13 billion yuan.
Cai Xiao contributed
to this story.
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Clear message from film app firm
Small startup is a
model for future
entrepreneurs in
the mainland

By ED ZHANG
and HUANG YING

By ED ZHANG
and HUANG YING

When Alibaba Group Holding Ltd successfully raised
$25 billion in its initial public
offering on the New York
Stock Exchange, it sent a
strong signal at home —
entrepreneurship pays off.
The Chinese
LEISURE business press
immediately
began to ask: Can China produce a second or third Alibaba, or even more? What is the
future for entrepreneurs in
the post-Alibaba era? Here’s
one example.
Many traditional definitions blur in the Internet age.
Just as the telephone can be a
medium, an electronic game
can be a form of advertising,
as Peng Qiang, chief executive
officer of Movies & Games
Interactive, pointed out.
Peng’s 12-person startup
introduced a mobile game
app called Crazy Movies in
May. But unlike other game
apps, it carries many small,
easy-to-play games (or “light
games”, as they’re called in the
industry) that are related to
elements of movies currently
playing in cinemas.
Games and movies are integrated, along with movie-related
information
and
promotions. But of course,
the game is only the form: the
essence is commercial information. Players can get information
about
movies
currently being shown and
even about coming releases.
Mobile games are a big
thing in China, Peng said. He
said the nation’s online game
industry is worth 300 billion
yuan ($48.8 billion) a year,

Dark Horse offers a
bright business idea

DONG JINLIN/FOR CHINA DAILY

A passenger watches a movie on her notebook computer in the waiting room of a railway station in Nanjing, capital of Jiangsu
province. Most of the movie promotions are expected to go mobile sooner or later.

We’re already being approached by
movie companies for their future
releases.”
PENG QIANG

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER, MOVIES & GAMES
INTERACTIVE

and mobile games generate
half of that.
The Android version of
Crazy Movies was introduced
in May, and the iOS version
came out in July. Registered
users of the app now exceed
40,000. “And we haven’t run a
promotional campaign yet,”
said Peng, a longtime advertising executive, explaining
why cash flow is still not a big
concern.
Games are offered free of
charge for movie companies

or distributors. Peng said he
believes that as users multiply, business will follow, and
his company will gain enough
bargaining power to charge
fees to those who make and
distribute movies. But right
now, the user base “is our
most valuable asset”.
The target users are the
young white-collar workers
who form the bulk of China’s
mobile game players and film
audiences. Their demand for
movie-related information is

huge, and the games from the
Crazy Movies app, many of
which can be outsourced, can
do a lot to link the people who
make the movies and those
who watch them, Peng said.
In 2013, China’s box office
revenue rose 27.5 percent to
21.77 billion yuan, according to
the State Administration of
Press, Publication, Radio, Film
and Television. Domestic films
accounted for almost 58.7 percent of the market, up from
54.3 percent a year earlier.
But to an increasing extent,
a movie’s success or failure
depends on how well it is promoted. To attract young and
highly active moviegoers,
“sooner or later, most movie
promotion will have to go
mobile,” Peng said.
His company has a lean
team of only 12, and half of
them are game developers.

“Twenty to 30 employees
would suffice for now,” said
Peng.
When the company is able
to get paid by studios for
developing games for new
releases, Crazy Movies can
grow into a large open platform for all movie-related
games.
Peng recently completed
his first round of venture capital financing, which was
about 1 million yuan, and he is
eager to expand by cutting as
many deals with movie companies as possible.
“We’re already being
approached by movie companies for their future releases,”
he said.
Contact the writers at
edzhang@chinadaily.com.cn
and huangying@
chinadaily.com.cn

Trying to be an integrator of
mobile games and movie promotions, Peng Qiang’s firm is
neither a games tech company
nor a studio.
But its business model
would be hard to copy, decided
Ren ZhongINVESTMENT xian, an
investment
director with the venture capitalist Dark Horse Fund.
Beijing-based Dark Horse is
just one of hundreds of PE/VC
funds active in China today.
The country’s private equity/venture capital industry
has grown so rapidly that Ren
— a 32-year-old young man
with a master’s degree in computer science from Manchester, UK — can be a manager of
a multi-million yuan fund
with a string of impressive
deals already under his belt.
Dark Horse was launched
by a much larger and more
complex entrepreneurial network headed by Niu Wenwen,
the former editor-in-chief of
China Entrepreneur, a business magazine with an official
affiliation that now publishes
another title, The Founder.
Niu’s network also owns
iheima.com (which literally
means the love for dark horses), a social networking website specializing in helping
startups connect with venture
capital investors.
“I bumped into Peng at an
investors’ club in July,” Ren
recalled. “And I became interested in the idea — the mobile
and the movies — two big
things in young people’s lives
but which so far have not been
connected by a business.”
So Ren went back and wrote
a one-page report to Dark
Horse’s investment committee
and got its approval to explore
the opportunity further.
But the management of
Dark Horse is not all that complicated, Ren said.

“Ours is an angel investment (investment in the early
stages of development of an
entrepreneurial organization)
fund. You don’t hope to get an
elaborate set of financials
from a startup anyway.”
With three investment
directors, the 90-million-yuan
($15 million) Dark Horse Fund
has so far made around 20
investment deals.
But the business’ evaluation
is by no means casual. The key
to its success is its ability to
make an idea work, Ren said.
“I asked myself: Should I
look for someone with an
online games industry background, or someone with a
movie market background? I
know the IT industry well, and
I can tell you programmers
don’t usually look to explore
opportunities in new markets.”
What Ren liked about Peng
was his experience of having
had a previous failure with an
Internet venture. Also, that he
had thought it would be a mistake to stretch its value chain
too far and that he had wanted
the lightweight company not
just to focus on one operation.
“You don’t hear that kind of
thing from someone who does
not have ambition.”
Ren said he would not have
been impressed if Peng had
just wanted to run a mobile
ticket-booking service. “There
are already people doing that,”
Ren said.
“And it is not as easy to get
paid as one may think,” Peng
said.
When Ren was convinced
he was dealing with an entrepreneur with a flexible and
quick-to-learn mindset, the
deal was signed in September.
Will Crazy Movies develop
as he wants? Will Peng remain
true to his original idea?
Peng is hoping that by the
end of the year the company
will roll out more games and
sign up more movie companies.
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Spreading the right
word to the world
Southeast Asia sees unprecedented
need for Chinese language experts
By FAN FEIFEI
fanfeifei@chinadaily.com.cn

With China’s growing status in the global economy
and closer cooperation with
countries in Southeast Asia,
the number of people learning Chinese in the region is
now on the rise.
Consequently, the demand
for Chinese
EDUCATION teachers far
surpasses
the supply.
Yang Maolong, 26, never
imagined he would find himself teaching Chinese in Yogyakarta, an ancient city on the
island of Java in Indonesia.
But it turns out that local people are very much interested
in Chinese language and culture, he says.
Yang majored in Chinese at
Taiyuan Normal University
in the capital city of Shanxi
province in northern China.
Before Yang went abroad,
he took a training course in
teaching Chinese and culture.
He explains that a friend
told him about the prospects
of teaching Chinese in Indonesia in late 2012. “I am now
working at a private language
training institution. My students are aged from 5 to 50,
and they all share a great passion for learning Chinese and
culture,” Yang says.
Indonesia is home to about
10 million ethnic Chinese,
accounting for about 5 percent of the country’s total
population and comprising
the largest number of Chinese people outside China. Of

this number, 90 percent holds
Indonesian citizenship.
The demand for Chinese
teachers has soared in recent
years, with two different factors driving demand.
“About 70 to 80 percent of
the students belong to the
third or fourth generation
of Chinese Indonesians, but
they cannot speak Chinese,”
says Yang. “Besides, many
local Indonesians are learning Chinese to boost their
employment prospects.”
In some cities like Jakatra,
Medan and Surabaya, which
have the largest population
of Chinese Indonesians,
many primary and secondary
schools offer Chinese lessons,
regarding Chinese as a second foreign language besides
English.
“We organize activities
during Chinese holidays to
showcase traditional Chinese
arts, including playing the
erhu, a traditional Chinese
musical instrument, and writing calligraphy,” Yang says.
Yang earns about 5,000
yuan ($815) each month.
“Teaching Chinese in Indonesia has broadened my horizons and I have learned more
about Indonesia through this
opportunity,” he says.
Yang hopes to open a Chinese language training school
along with some of his friends
in the future, mindful of the
growing economic and trade
relations between China
and Indonesia and a more
encouraging environment for
Chinese language learning in
the Southeast Asian country.

Zhu Xuefeng, president
of Jingshihuanyu, a Chinese
language teacher training
and labor export company
in Beijing, says that Southeast Asian countries, especially Indonesia and Thailand, urgently need 100,000
to 200,000 Chinese language
teachers.
To meet the shortage of
Chinese teachers in other
countries, Hanban, a public institution affiliated with
the Ministry of Education,
launched the Volunteer Chinese Teacher Program in
2004. By the end of 2012, it
had sent more than 18,000
volunteer teachers to 101
countries in Asia, Europe, the
Americas, Africa and Oceania.
Q u a l i f i e d v o l u nt e e r s
undergo a series of training courses conducted by
Hanban, before they are dispatched overseas to teach the
Chinese language, usually for
one year. Volunteers receive
between $800 and $1,000 as
a monthly living allowance.
“However, the supply is
not enough. The demand for
Chinese language teachers
far surpasses the supply,” Zhu
says.
While the salary level of
Chinese teachers in Southeast
Asia falls below those seen in
the United States and Europe,
it is still considered competitive.
“The salary of a Chinese
teacher in Indonesia is about
6,000 yuan per month. Chinese teachers in Thailand
earn about 4,000 yuan,” Zhu
says, adding these are medium to high levels of income.
Suo B ei, who teaches
Chinese in an international
school in Surabaya, the third-
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Indonesian students attend classes taught by Chinese teachers at the Pahoa school in Tangerang city, outside Jakarta. The
demand for studying Chinese language and culture is on the rise in Southeast Asian countries, as many students are eager to
learn more about Chinese heritage while boosting their job prospects.

largest city in Indonesia, is
more than pleased with her
job. Despite her heavy workload, her work as a Chinese
language teacher to kindergarten, primary and secondary students brings her joy,
says Suo, who arrived in the
country in November last
year.
“I teach them Chinese listening, oral Chinese, about
traditional Chinese holidays
and some interesting stories.
The students are also taught
calligraphy and traditional
Chinese musical instruments,” Suo says.
She suggests that Chinese
parents talk more in Chinese
with their children so the latter can master the language
faster.
Ding Fangyun, a professor
at Beijing Normal University
and an expert in Chinese
language teaching, confirms
that the demand for Chinese
teachers in Indonesia and
other Southeast Asian countries is increasing rapidly.
Even children aged three and
four are learning Chinese at

local schools.
“Due to the boom in the
tourism industry in Southeast Asian countries, tour and
shopping guides who speak
Chinese are in great demand,”
Ding says.
Chinese teachers, to be
considered qualified, should

have received formal training, especially if they did not
major in Chinese, she says.
Ding says that teachers
need to learn contemporary
Chinese, the culture of China,
teaching theory and methods,
even some traditional Chinese arts like Chinese paint-

ing, paper cutting and Chinese knotting.
They should also apply
teaching methods suited to
the ages of their students,
including children’s songs,
to stimulate the latter’s interest in learning the language,
Ding says.
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New home prices continue to fall

CHINA DAILY

Analysts predict
chill will continue
for rest of the year

Investors turning
to Chinese bonds
for better yields

By BLOOMBERG

By BLOOMBERG

New home prices fell in all
but one city monitored by the
government last month as eas
ing of property curbs failed to
halt a market downturn amid
tight credit.
Prices dropped in 69 of the
70 cities in September from
August,
the
Bureau
REALTY National
of Statistics said
in a statement on Friday, the
most since January 2011
when
the
government
changed the way it compiles
the data. They fell in 68 cities
in August.
The central bank on Sept 30
eased mortgage rules for
homebuyers who have paid off
existing loans, reversing
course after a fouryear cam
paign to contain home prices
as Premier Li Keqiang seeks to
prevent economic growth
from drifting too far below the
government’s 7.5 percent
annual target. Home sales
slumped 11 percent in the first
nine months of this year.
“Prices will continue the
downtrend for the rest of the
year,” said Donald Yu, Shenz
henbased analyst at Guotai
Junan Securities Co.
“If sales in the fourth quar
ter fail to clear inventories as
developers want, more price
cuts are still likely in the first
quarter of next year.”
All but five of the 46 cities
that imposed limits on home
purchases since 2010 have
removed or relaxed such
restrictions amid the property
downturn that has dented
local revenues from land
sales.
Developers will keep prices
attractive as they open more
projects toward the end of the
year to meet sales targets,

Global investors are help
ing drive China’s biggest
bond rally since 2008, drawn
by the widest yield advan
tage over US Treasury secu
rities among similarly rated
nations as the authorities
grant increased access to
domestic markets.
Foreign holdings of local
notes surged
FINANCE 59 percent this
year, pushing
the Bank of America Merrill
Lynch China Broad Market
index of the nation’s publicly
traded sovereign and corpo
rate debt to climb 8 percent,
the most in six years.
The yield on twoyear
government securities is
312 basis points higher
than that of Treasuries, the
biggest gap among nations
graded Aa3 by Moody’s
Investors Service.
China has been easing
restrictions on the flow of
capital from world financial
hubs to push greater global
use of the yuan. Quotas total
ing 640 billion yuan ($104
billion) have been granted to
invest offshore yuan in
domestic securities and a
trading link between the
Hong Kong and Shanghai
stock markets is set to begin
soon.
Premier Li Keqiang has
called for lower financing
costs to support small busi
nesses and prevent any sys
temic risks, boosting bonds.
“China’s
government
notes offer the biggest bond
market opportunity in the
world,” Jan Dehn, London
based head of research at
Ashmore Group Plc, which
oversees $71.3 billion of
emergingmarket
assets,
said in an interview in Singa
pore this week.
“They have zero correla
tion with the Treasury mar
ket. Interest rates in China
are a function of growth and
inflation and monetary poli
cy in China.”
The People’s Bank of Chi
na, the central bank, has
cut reserve requirement
ratios for some lenders and
provided liquidity to select
ed banks to encourage
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The seafront at Xiamen, Fujian province: The only city where new home prices did not fall in September, remaining unchanged
from the previous month.

boosting supply and increas
ing competition, Shenzhen
based Ping An Securities Co’s
analyst Yang Kan wrote in a
report.
New home prices fell 0.7
percent from August in Bei
jing and 0.9 percent in Shang
hai, according to the
government. The port city of
Xiamen in Fujian province
was the only city where prices
did not fall, remaining
unchanged from the previous
month.
Prices in Shanghai fell 0.8
percent from a year earlier, the
first annual decline since
December 2012, compared
with a 17.5 percent jump in Jan
uary this year. Hangzhou, the
capital of Zhejiang province,
had the biggest decline among

If sales in the fourth quarter fail to
clear inventories as developers want,
more price cuts are still likely in the
first quarter of next year.”
DONALD YU
ANALYST, GUOTAI JUNAN SECURITIES CO

all cities, with 7.6 percent.
The average new home
price in 100 cities tracked by
SouFun Holdings Ltd fell 0.9
percent in September from
August, dropping for the fifth
consecutive month. The price
rose 1.1 percent from a year
earlier, narrowing for a ninth
month in a row, China’s big
gest real estate website owner
said.
The People’s Bank of Chi

na’s new rules give homeown
ers who have paid off their
mortgages and want a second
property the same advanta
ges as firsttime buyers,
including a 30 percent mini
mum down payment, com
pared with at least 60 percent
previously, and interest rate
discounts of as much as 30 off
the central bank’s bench
mark. The PBOC also eased a
ban on mortgages for people

without home loan debt who
want to buy a third home,
allowing banks to lower
downpayments and rates.
Sales in 32 cities tracked by
Barclays Plc, meanwhile, rose
to the highest level so far in
2014 last week, “with the pri
mary driving force from the
combination of accelerating
new launches and improving
homebuyers’ sentiment”, the
bank’s Hong Kongbased
property analysts led by Alvin
Wong wrote in a report on
Monday.
Home sales in September
jumped 40 percent from
August, the biggest increase
this year, according to Bloom
berg News calculations, based
on a government report earli
er this week.

China buys Colombian oil as global glut deepens
By BLOOMBERG

China is finding oil supplies
14,000 miles (22,530 kilome
ters) away, aided by the global
fall in prices that has left pro
ducers vying for new markets.
PetroChina Co said it has
bought Colombian crude for a
northern refinery for the first
time because it was good value,
in a transaction which under
scores how the world’s second
biggest
oil
is bene
ENERGY consumer
fiting as producers
from the Middle East to Latin
America vie for customers in
Asia.
Brent oil futures tumbled to
the lowest level since 2010 as
the highest US output in almost
30 years cuts its consumption
of foreign crude. The biggest
producers from the Organiza
tion of the Petroleum Exporting
Countries are reducing prices
to defend their market share.
China consumed the second
biggest amount of crude on
record in September and
imported the largest volume
ever for that time of year, cus
toms data show.
“China will just look to get
the cheapest crude possible
from whatever source it can,”
said Virendra Chauhan, a Lon
donbased analyst at Energy
Aspects Ltd.
“I expect lots more volumes
flowing to China in particular.”
The country’s crude imports
rose 7.8 percent to 27.6 metric
million tons, or 6.74 million bar
rels a day, in September from
last year, the data show.
The number of supertankers
sailing to China’s ports surged
to a ninemonth high last week,
according to IHS Fairplay ves
seltracking signals compiled
by Bloomberg as of Oct 17.
Between January and Sep
tember, China’s purchases of
Colombian crude totaled 7.8
million tons, more than twice
the amount the year earlier,
customs data showed. Ship

ments from Saudi Arabia, its
biggest supplier, shrank about
11 percent to 36.6 million tons,
according to the data.
Colombian oil output has
increased about 10 percent
since 2011 and the nation is
seeking sales in Asia to com
pensate for the weakening in
shorthaul exports as US pro
duction increases, said Bernard
Leung, a Bloomberg oil strate
gist in Singapore.
China’s supplies from Colom
bia cost an average of $94.56 a
barrel last month while Saudi
shipments were purchased for
$102.30, according to data com
piled by Bloomberg.
Saudi Arabia, the world’s
largest oil exporter, earlier this
month reduced the price of its
Arab Light crude for Asia to the
lowest level since December
2008, sparking speculation that
a price war was set to start
among members of the OPEC.
OPEC members Kuwait, Iran
and Iraq also cut official selling
prices this month.
Refiners including PetroChi
na processed 42.02 million tons
of crude in September, or about
10.3 million barrels a day,
according to data from the
National Bureau of Statistics in
Beijing, that was up 9.1 percent
from a year earlier and the most
since a record 10.5 million in
February.
China National Petroleum
Corp’s Economic and Technolo
gy Research Institute said in a
report in January that China’s
refining capacity will rise 20
percent to 800 million tons a
year by 2020, from about 668
million tons at the end of this
year.
Brent crude futures slid 8.3
percent on London’s ICE
Futures Europe exchange in
September, the biggest month
ly loss since May 2012. They had
slumped a further 8.7 percent to
$86.40 by Friday after touching
$82.60 on Oct 16, the weakest
since November 2010.
“Chinese buyers are jumping

lending and control any
fallout from rising debt,
which Standard Chartered
estimated to be 251 percent
of gross domestic product
as of June.
Overseas entities have
increased their bond posi
tions for nine consecutive
months, with their hold
ings rising 6.7 percent in
September to 634.14 billion
yuan — the biggest gain
since March, according to
PBOC data.
Twoyear Chinese gov
ernment notes yielded 3.51
percent on Thursday while
consumer prices rose only
1.6 percent in September
from a year earlier, the
slowest pace since January
2010. Yields on similarma
turity sovereign bonds in
Chile were 3.22 percent,
and in South Korea 2.15
percent on the same day,
which have the same
Moody’s rating as China’s,
while that on US Treasuries
was 0.37 percent.
The yuan climbed to
6.1172 per dollar on
Wednesday, the strongest
level since March.
The yuan’s Sharpe ratio,
which measures returns
adjusted for price swings, is
4.2 so far in the second half,
second only to Argentina’s
peso. The Chinese currency
has trimmed its loss for the
year to 1.1 percent.
“The low volatility of the
yuan and high yields are
among the main reasons to
invest in onshore yuan
bonds,” said Ken Hu, Hong
Kongbased chief invest
ment officer for AsiaPacif
ic fixed income at Invesco
Ltd, which had $812 billion
under management global
ly at the end of August.
China has allowed 166
overseas institutions to
trade on the interbank
bond market, and 81 quali
fied foreign institutional
investors obtained licenses
to buy domestic securities
using the local currency as
of August, according to a
transcript of Monday com
ments from PBOC Deputy
Governor Hu Xiaolian post
ed on the monetary author
ity’s website.

Ford plans network of
Lincoln showrooms
By AGENCE FRANCE
PRESSE

YAO FENG / FOR CHINA DAILY

An oil tanker unloads imported crude oil at the Shihua crude oil wharf in Zhoushan, Zhejiang
province. China consumed the secondbiggest amount of crude on record in September and
imported the largest volume ever for that time of year.

Chinese buyers are jumping on the
opportunity to buy crude on the cheap
at the moment. Refining margins have
surely benefited from weak outright
crude prices.”
DAVID WECH
MANAGING DIRECTOR, JBC ENERGY GMBH

on the opportunity to buy crude
on the cheap at the moment,”
David Wech, the managing
director of JBC Energy GmbH
in Vienna, said in an Oct 17
email. “Refining margins have
surely benefited from weak out
right crude prices.”
The US imported 7.62 million
barrels of crude a day in July, 29
percent less than the peak in
June 2005, data from the Ener
gy Information Administration
show. Shale oil has boosted the
country’s crude output to the
highest since 1985.
European consumption is
also shrinking as refineries shut
or convert to storage depots at

the fastest pace since the 1980s.
The Parisbased Internation
al Energy Agency said that
crude that may have previously
found a buyer in the US or
Europe is now available for Asia
and competing with traditional
suppliers from the Middle East.
Asia will account for almost
80 percent of global demand
growth this year, with China
alone responsible for onethird.
“The next area we see being
backed out, if US production
continues growing, is some of
the Latin American producers
such as Colombia and Venez
uela,” said Chauhan of Energy
Aspects.

PetroChina’s Liaohe refinery
had processed about 30,000
tons of Colombian crude by
Monday, its parent company,
China National Petroleum, said
on its website.
The plant ran 792,000 tons of
imported oil last year, or about
15 percent of its total through
put. Suppliers included Russia,
Brazil and Venezuela.
China Petroleum and Chemi
cal Corp’s Maoming refinery
processed crude from Brazil’s
Ostra field for the first time last
month, the company known as
Sinopec said on its website on
Sept 17. China’s purchases of
Russian crude increased by 57
percent in September, the cus
toms data show.
“China will continue to
import more crude from Rus
sia next year,” said Wech of
JBC. “Imports from Latin
America are also likely to
increase as Mexican and Ven
ezuelan volumes are gradually
eased out of the US Gulf
Coast.”

US automaker Ford
Motor Co has launched its
first vehicles under the
luxury Lincoln brand in
China as it seeks to make
inroads into a car market
dominated by German
models.
Ford announced in April
it would begin
AUTO Lincoln sales in
China in the
autumn, adding to its oth
er passenger car and com
mercial vehicle offerings in
the country — the world’s
largest auto market.
Lincoln has launched a
midsized sedan, the MKZ
in China, priced from
315,800 yuan ($51,770) to
395,800 yuan. It has also
started offering the MKC, a
small utility vehicle, for
339,800 yuan to 438,800
yuan, the company said,
adding both were specifi
cally designed for the Chi
nese market.
Management consulting
firm McKinsey & Co has
estimated that German
automakers — including
Audi AG, BMW AG, Mer
cedesBenz and Volkswag
en AG — account for 80
percent of China’s premi
um market, which it
defines as cars costing

upwards of 200,000 yuan.
Ford’s Chairman and
Chief Executive Officer
John Lawler said the start
of Lincoln sales marked a
“significant” step.
“We now will begin serv
ing luxury customers in
China,” he said.
The company said it will
launch three more Lincoln
vehicles in China by 2016: a
midsized utility vehicle, a
fullsize sedan and a large
SUV.
Ford said it plans to open
specialized Lincoln show
rooms in Shanghai, Beijing
and the eastern city of
Hangzhou
early
next
month, to be followed by
five more locations by year
end. It aims to have 60 Lin
coln stores in 50 Chinese
cities by 2016.
Ford sold 813,412 vehi
cles in China during the
first nine months of the
year, up 26 percent from
the same period last year,
according to the company.
Its US rival General
Motors Co is also trying to
accelerate its luxury sales
in China with its Cadillac
brand.
It launched a Chinese
produced luxury sedan, the
XTS, in the country last
year and is steadily adding
more vehicles to its Cadil
lac range.

